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Information Division Manitions Building 
Air Corps December 18, 1928 Washington, D.C. 


The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others” CONE ULET: with aviation. 

---000--- 


ATR CORPS NOTES FROM ANNUAL REPORTS 


In the Annual Report of the Secretary of War, for the fiscal year ended 
June 40, 1928, he states that the development of our air defenses has been most 
gratifying. Touching on the passage by Congress of the 5-year expansion prog- 
ram for the Air Corps, which program was inaugurated July 1, 1927, he goes on 
to say: 

"In order to obtain the authorized increases in the number of pilots it was 
necessary to concentrate on flying training. To this end, seven tactical squad- 
rons tezporarily were placed on an inactive status and the personnel employed 
for the formation of the necessary school squadrons. The pilot strengths of 
other tactical units were reduced to a minimim and no renlacements were sent to 
relieve those officers vho were returning from foreign service. It has been 
possible to reconstitute four of the tactical units rendered inactive, and 
others will be reconstituted during the cominz fiscal year. 

The commissioned strencth of the Air Corms has increased somevhat during 
the 4-year yeriod. On the last day of the fiscal year 1924 there were 872 offi- 
cers in the Air Corps and 32 officers detailed to the Air Corns from other 
branches for training. On June 30, 1928, the commissioned strength stood at 
961, exclusive of 144 officers detailed from other branches for training. The 
nunber of pilots had increased during the same period from 768 to 950. While 
the enlisted strength of the Air Corns had increased from 8,723 on June 30,1926, 
to 9,077 on June 30, 1927, and to 9,493 on the last day of the past fiscal year, 
it was still below the actual strength on June 30, 1924. Both commissioned and 
enlisted strengths are somewhat below that authorized for the first increment 
of the 5-year expansion program. 

Flying training has been systematized through the creation of the Air Corps 
Training Center at San Antonio, Texas. One primary flying school, now located 
in California, will be moved to San Antonio as’soon as housing facilities are 
available at the training center. This will result in greater efficiency be- 
cause of proximity to the other schools of the Training Center and to the supply 
source. It is believed that the training system which has been developed in the 
Amy Air Corps is second to none in the world. 

In airplane construction this has been a period of standardization. Im- 
provement in existing designs may be anticipated in the future rather than 
changes in the articles of equipment themselves. Pursuit, observation, trair- 
ing, and cargo types of air.lanes have attained a stamdardized position; attack 
and bombardment types, however, require further development. The equipment of 
the Air Corps has decceased numerically during the past four years as a result 
of exhaustion of war-built meteriel. The decrease in actual mumbers, however, 
has been offset by an increase in the quality of the equipment. The mumber of 
aircraft-hours flown has increased from 150,319 in 1925 to 182,903 in 1928. 

This increase may be used as an index of the enlarged activities of the Air 
Corps. 

The Air Corns has been considerably handicanved by the necessity for using 
up a large war-time stock of Liberty engines. This was essential in order to 

carry out’ the volicy of strictest economy. It is nov planned, however, to dis- 
continue the »rocurement of planes equinned with Liberty engines, as the number 
of these engines in storage suitable for reconditioning is sufficient only to 
provide replacements for the airplanes now on hand and so equipned. 

During the past two years the Air Corns has. given numerous demonstrations 
at the various service schools of the Army for the puryose of familiarizing all 
branches with the capabilities and limitations of aviation. These demonstra- 
tions, combined with the joint maneuvers which have been conducted with other 
branches, have resulted in a more cormlcte understanding of the »roblems of 
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cooperation. a 
' In another paragraph the Secretary of War comarites outstanding flights 
made by Air Corps personnel in the past four years. 

_ In the Anmal Report of the Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Assistant Secretary of 
War, to the Secretary of War, he states that the most pressing problem in the Ain 
Corps is the question of the promotion of officers. "No other branch of the 
Army is as adversely affected as the Air Corps by the so-called 'World War hump,' 
Mr. Davison says. "In addition to that, junior officers are performing duties 
all out of proportion to their rank and freouently they are of a very hazardous 
Character. The result is that the officer morale is seriously impaired, and a 
solution by legislation should be effected during the coming short session of 
Congress. The Furlow Bill, as it passed the house, is unquestionably the most 
Satisfactory promotion measure ever introduced, from the Air Corns standpoint. 

It is earnestly to be desired that that measure, or one containing its provisions 
in substance, be enacted into law." 

Contending that the present enlisted grades are not suitable to Air Corps 
organizations, Mr, Davison advocates more provision for mechanical specialists 
than exist at present. 

Touching on the 5-year expansion program, Mr. Davison states that this prog- 
ram can be smoothly and efficiently carried to completion if sufficient funds are 
made available and.legal obstacles are removed which complicate the personnel 
situation. 

In enumerating actual accomplishments under the 5-year program, Mr. Davison 

' calls attention to the fact that the first increment of the program required 
that there be on hand or on'order at the conclusion thereof 1,186 airplanes and 


that the commissioned and enlisted personnel mumber 1,100 and 9,590,. respect ively. 


There were actually on hand 959 airplanes and 237 planes on order, and the com- 
missioned personnel numbered 1,014 and the enlisted men 9,514. luring the fiscal 
year just closed, about one-fifteenth of the »ermanent housing required for Air 
Corps enlisted men was cormmleted of the total required at the conclusion of the 
5-year program. Less than one one-hundred-and-fiftieth of the permanent housing 
for officers was constructed during the fiscal year 1928, which the Air Corvs 
should have at the conclusion of the 5-year program. About one onoshndretn of 
the total construction required for noncommissioned officers at the conclusion 
of the 5-year program was completed during the fiscal year 1928. It will be 
seen, therefore, that whereas the personnel and plane parts of the program for 
the first increment-were practically completed, the housing and technical con- 
struction fell far bchind. 

Inviting attention to the fact that the first increment of the program cail- 
ed for 110 Air Corps Reserve officers on duty with Air Corps tactical units, Mr. 
Davison explains that the reason only 65 of them were. called to duty was due ‘o 
the shortage of planes and quarters at Air Corps stations and that it was neces- 
sary to disapnrove the applications of about three out of four reserve officers 
who applied for such training. 

"Qur experience with the first increment of the program," Mr. Davison 
states, "indicates that there is a shortage of aircraft. It seems that the ccz- 
plete program should call for 2,400 planes rather than 1,800. However, before 
submitting a definite recommendation for an increase, one year's additional ex- 
perience is desired in carrying out the second increment. A shortage of plazes 
under the program is even more serious than a shortage of personnel. One of “he 
fundamental reasons underlying this proposition is #&de clear in that there ae a 
reserve of pilot personnel in the Air Corps reserve, whereas nowhere is thers 
reserve of planes. Likewise, whereas it only requires a few months at mosi Sy 

‘make up any deficit in personnel after an emergency has arisen, it takes ‘rom 
One year to 18 months to build aircraft in mumbers sufficient to meet our 
requirements." 

Mr. Davison asserts that motor development in the Air Corps has been seri- 
ously handicapped by the fact that thousands of Liberty motors were left over 
from the war. These motors, of which there are still over 3,000 on hand, are 
now 10 years old. During that decade there has been an enormous advance ix de- 
sign and construction. The Liberty motor is unreliable, inefficient and un- 
economical compared with modern motors, and Congress should not be asked to ap- 
propriate any more funds for planes equipped with them. They should be elimin- 
ated as rapidly as possible. 
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Summarizing the operations of the Air Corps during the past fiscal year, Mr. 
Davison states that the total of 182,903 aircraft hours flown surpassed last 
year's record by over 40,000 hours, This flying was made necessary by a heavy 
program and tho large variety of missions to be performed, some of the more im 
portant projects being: the bombins experiments on the Pee Dee River bridge; anti- 
aircraft tests; personnel and organization training; the anmual machine gun and 
bombing matches; experiments in aeria]. navigation; Air Corps cemonstrations at 
the Special Service Schools; participation in the National Air Races; field 
maneuvers; cooperation with civil activities such as airport dedications, flood 
relief and photographic nrojects; aerial photographic missions for the Geological 
Survey, Corps of sngineers, Coast and Geodetic Survey, International Yater Com- 
mission and International Boundary Commission, totaling more than 30,000 square 
miles; and the flying done at the Primary, Advanced Training and special service 
schools. 

With regard to the demonstrations stazed by the Air Corps at the various 
Army Service Schools last syring by a group of 72 officers and 86 enlisted men, 
flying in 74 airplanes, Mr. Davison states that all reports from the cormandants 
of the schools visited indicated that these demonstrations were well worth thé* . 
work and expense involved; that the Commandant of the Command and General Staff 
School took particular occasion to write a synecial letter to the War Department 
commending the Air Corps for the efficient way in which the demonstration was 
carried out and the high standard of training shovm by the Air Corps personnel. 

"One remarkable lesson gained from these demonstrations," Mr. Davison says, 
"was the reliability of modern sirplanes and engines. Seventy-four planes were 
flown over. 4,000 miles, each without a single casualty or accident or damage to 
aircraft. Seventy-four planes started ou the maneuvers and 74 planes returned 
to their home stations. I want to stress »articularly another lesson to be gain- 
ed from that remarkable performance, and that is the efficiency of Army Air Corns 
flying personnel. Over 296,000 miles flown by 74 different pilots without 
mishap to aircraft, and all of this done on cross-country flying, generally over 
terrain unfamiliar to the pilot nersonnel - that,if is believed, is a record 
without parallel." 

Touching on the work of the Materiel Division at Dayton, Ohio, Mr. Davison 
states: "I noted with interest that during the past year, as has been the »rac- 
tice since the war, the work of the exnerimental engineering section of the 
Materiel Division has proved of incalculable value to the civil industry. Not 
only has this been true in the development of airerait and néwer plants, but 
particularly in regard to the development od certain adjunct equipment, particu- 
larly air navigation devices. In this latter field the Army Air Corps has taken 
the lead, and the instruments which have been and are being successfully develop- 
ed will be equally valuable to planes flying the airmail or in civil commerce." 

Commenting on the fact that during the last fiscal year the Air Corps flew 
182,903 hours, or over 18,000,000 miles with but 27 fatalities, or 677,400 miles 
flown per fatality; that in 1927 there were 43 fatalities with only 140,000 hours 
flown, or 327,600 miles per fatality, and that in 1921 the Air Corps suffered 73 
casualties although it flew only 77,359 hours, or a casualty for every 1,059 hou: 
flown, Mr. Davison states that a careful analysis for the reasons underlying this 
wonderful improvement indicates two princinal causes. The first, and probably 
the most important, is that practically all war-time equipment has either been 
destroyed or declared obsolete and is no longer used. The planes flown during 
the last year were of newer design and construction and consequently more safe. 
The second reason is that the pilots flying the planes are reaching a higher 
standard of pilot efficieng. "I think there is little doubt but that the 
course given at our pilot school is now better than ever before," he said. "Also, 
we are getting a better flying cadet product.to begin with than at any time for- 
merly. Those pilots who trained during the war and who have been in the Air 
Corps during the succeeding 10 years are, of course, year after year piling up 
additional exoerience and skill, which mkes for greater safety in flight." 

---000-~- 


AIR OFFICERS TO AID COMMERCIAL AVIATION IN HAWAII 


Lieut.-Colonel John H. Howard, Department Air Officer, Hawaiian Department, 
and Commander Victor D. Herbster, USN, Commanding Officer of the Naval Air Sta- 
tion at Pearl Harbor, have been appointed to the Aviation Committee of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii. Commander Herbdstor and Licut. Chester Clarke, 
Air Reserve, were appointed to the Territorial Aeronautical Commission by 
Governor Wallace R. Farrington. _436- V-5854,4.¢, 








AN EXCLUSIVE FRATERNITY AT KELLY FIELD 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


Kelly Field has a fraternity of Air Corps officers to which it has been 
the privilege of only a chosen few to be elected. Its membership is not limited 
and rank, age, color, or previous condition of servitude are not considered. Any 
4ir Corps officer stationed at Kelly Field is eligible for membership to this 
esteemed and honored fraternity. To become eligible a man mst have distin- 
guished himself far above all expectations in the performance of some deed in 
the air so dumb as to be beyond human conception, and yet live, and to have ex- 
ercised a mental slowness ranking next and after a snail while piloting or di- 
recting the course of army aircraft. When the members of this society select a 
man as a member, he mist assume this honor with dignity and pleasure. | 

Wright Field is the only other know Air Corps Field to have a similar or- 
ganization - The Flying Jackass. Kelly Field is proud to announce that it too 
gives recognition to its distinguished airmen in membership to the Dumb-bell 
Club. When an Air Corps officer has performed some feat like hitting a mle in 
the vast airdrome of Kelly, taking off to Dallas due north in the morning and 
landing at dusk 60 niles southeast of Kelly out of gas, falling out of an air- 
plane at 1100 feet for no good reason at all, etc., his deeds mst not go 
unsung. He is elected to the Dumb-bell Club and made custodian of the sacred 
banner, the Dumb-bell Flag. He inscribes nis name on the banner in the. presence 
of all officers of Kelly Field and remains custodian of the banner until some 
other officer is so fortunate as to become a member. 

The Air Corps officers whose names appear on the roll of honor are; 

Major C.J. Browne (deceased) 
ist Lieut. R. L. Maughan ~ 
lst Lieut. Max F. Schneider 
Major R. C. Candee 

Captain John I. Moore 

lst Lieut. Y. A. Pitts 

end Lieut. L.’S. Jamieson 
lst Lieut. A. Thomas 

lst Lieut. B. B. Cassiday 
end Lieut. J.B. Burwell 

A book giving the photographs and a complete and true account of the cir- 

cumstances which led up to each officer'receiving this honor is now being com- 
piled. 
Lieut. Burwell was the last officer to receive this honor. On October 23¢ 
he hit a mle hitched to a grass-cutter on the airdrome. He was awarded this 
honor by lst Lieut. Benj. B. Cassiday, who had been custodian of the banner for 
the past six months. Lieut. Burwell's citation was as follows:, 

"Officers of Kelly Field: 

We meet on this auspicious occasion to do honor to a brother officer, a ma. 
who has distinguished himself far above all expectations. We are here today, 
gentlemen, to bestow upon him the highest honor that Kelly Field can give - an 
honor next only in importance to the Congressional Medal of Honor and the 
Distinguished Service Cross. Before making this esteemed award, it will be 
necessary to review the facts and circumstances that caused the Committee on 
Awards to bestow this honor. 

On the bright and sunny day of October 23, 1928, in his trusted DH, this 
intrepid Air Corps officer was cruising about the ozone of Kelly Field when, 
feeling a little frisky and being a quick-thinking pursuit pilot, he decided to 
engage in a little combat work. As it was during the noon hour, he could find 
no planes in the air to frolic with. He cast his eye about the sky and terrain 
for a suitable prey for his pent-up enthusiasm. His attention was finally at- 
tracted to a two-mle-powered single-place grass attacker piloted by an 
Ethiopian field officer, which was flying at a very low altitude and at a very 
uncertain speed in the vicinity of the 43rd Squadron airdrome. Our brawe hero 
licked his chops and, turning to his mechanic, said: 'Watch me down the Quarter- 
master Air Force.' Pushing his threttle forward, he made one of those terrific 
dives so common to the quick-thinking brigade. The Ethiopian pilot, seeing that 
he was being attacked from his right flank and being sadly outclassed, took to 
his parachute. However, one of the mle powers of the motor, seeing that escape 


was impossible, decided to put up as good a fight as possible. He elevated his 
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tail to an angle of 45 degrees, brought back the bolts of his rear guns and as 
the DH got within range let fly, hitting the DH in a vital spot, causing it to 
careen over on its side and fall to the ground a mass of flames. 

Fortunately, the hero who risked his life beyond all call of duty, who was 
so enthralled with the desire to give his Corns the supremacy of the airdrome 
and who, without thought of personal safety, engaged an enemy far superior to 
him in equipment, escaped the fray with only bruises and burns and has now com 
pletely recovered and is with us today. 

Lieut. James B. Burwell, it is with the greatest vride that I bestow upon 
one who is so fearless, so courageous and so self-sacrificing, this little 
honor, and with the unanimous approval of this body of officers select you as a 
permanent member of the Dumb-bell Club and custodian of our sacred banner, tie 


ee 
SPIRIT OF COOPERATION IN THE AIR CORPS 


‘Captain F.F. Christine, Air Corps, at the Middletown, Pa. Air Depot, noted 
in a mornins paper that there had been a rather disastrous fire at Mitchel Field 
New York, the nisht previous. A radio was sent to the Commanding Officer of 
Mitchel Field, placing the Supply Denartment at this Depot and all facilities at 
his service. In this way he thought to facilitate the renabilitation of the de- 
partment destroyed by fire. 

The Commanding Officer of Mitchel Field was much pleased with the offer for 
speedy service and sent the following letter to the Middletown Depot: 

"My dear Christine: 

I cannot tell you how mich we appreciate the fine spirit indicated in 
your telegram of Noverber 19th, offering to expedite supplies to assist us in 
recovering from the recent fire. It is this sort of cooperation which makes th 
Air Corps such a fine branch to serve with, and everyone at Mitchel Field is de 
lighted to see the proof of your anpreciation of this spirit in your letter. 

Thanking you very much indeed, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
H.C. PRATT, 
Lt. Col., Air Corps, 
Commanding." 
---000--- 


REPRESENTATIVE FURLOW VISITS MAXWELL FELD 


Lieut. Wm. N. Amis, pilot, with Congressman A. J. Furlow, passenger, lande. 
at Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala., recently, spending the night at the post ari 
departing the following morning. Quite an interesting talk was made to the 
officer personnel by Mr. Furlow, the author of the Furlow Air Corps Bill. 

---600--- 


DEDICATION OF JACKSON, MISS. AIRPORT 


Members of the Third Attack Group, Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, recent~- 
ly participated in the dedication of the new Municipal Airport at Jackson, Miss. 
In connection with the dedication an Aero Meet was staged which lasted two days, 
some of the features being acrobatic flying, ballocn bursting, races for commer: 
cial and army planes, and dead stick landings. In the Army Race, Lieut. E.P. 
Rose was the winner, Lieut. L.W. Desrosiers finishing second and Licut. I.M. 
Palmer, third. Large crowds witnessed the events. 

Nine pilots from Fort Crockett who journeyed in A-3 planes to Jackson were 
Captain R.H. Wooten, end Lieuts. H.W. Anderson, 2.C. Robtins, 0.C. George, 4.7. 
Desrosiers, I.M. Palmer, E.P. Rose, W.S. Lee, Air Corps, and F.M. Ziegler, Yes, 
Leaving Fort Crockett at 1:45 p.m., November 8th, they arrived at Jackson a‘ 
5:05 p.m. 

All of the planes arrived at the new airport without difficulty, and ‘he 
officers and men were given rooms in a leading hotel as guests of the City of 
Jackson. The local Reserve officers entertained the aerial visitors with « 
luncheon on Friday afternoon and with a dance that night, both of which were 
fully enjoyed. 

Under date of November 14th, the Mayor of Jackson addressed the following 
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letter to the Chief of the Air Corps: 

"On behalf of the citizens of Jackson I wish to thank you for your cooper- 
ation.in sending the Army airnlanes from various stations to participate in the 
dedication of the Jackson Airnort on November 9th and 10th. Each and every . 
officer and enlisted man mde a wonderful showing here, not only with their 
magnificent handling of thcir ships but also the personnel are of the highest 
type, and the public generally was highly pleased. I am also. glad to report 
to, you that every officer with whom I came in contact expressed their avprecia- 
tion and surprise in finding that the Jacisson Airport, according to their state- 
ment, is one of the best that they have had the privilege of seeing." 

---000--- 


ROCKWELL FIELD WINS SILVER CUP 


Three miniature airplanes, flying in a perfect "Vee" formation, through- 
out the course of the Armistice Day parade in San Diego, won first place and a 
beautiful silver loving cup for Rockwell Field. The planes were "piloted" by 
three of the post Juniors, the "Three Musketeers." 

; ‘Mounted in an atmospheric setting, on a Liberty truck, the three scale- 
model. Douglas 02's with their tiny helmeted and goggled pilots, drew great 
applause the entire line of march. The silver propellers churned the air un- 
ceasingly as the three ships held their position in the procession as it wended 
‘its way through the streets of San Diego and into the Stadium. In place of the 
usual Liberty 12's, each "prop" was turned by “one-boy-power", from the cockpit 
. by means of a crank and driveshaft. The "motors" all functioned perfectly, and 
no forced landings marred the enochal flight. The fuel consumption was remark- 
ably low - three hot dogs per hour - according to Lieut. Roth, who commanded the 
flight from the front seat of the trucks. After a thorough inspection of all 
the floats entered in the parade, the judges awarded first vrize to the Rockwell 
Field entry because of its originality, exactness in detail, and the popular 
approval evinced by the spectators. The three planes, designed and constructed 
in the Depot shops, are perfect renroductions and masterpieces ,of which the 
entire organization at Rockwell Field can justly feel proud. 

The cup was presented at a special ceremony, in which all the Units of 
Rockwell Field participated. Folloving the presentation, the 11th Bombardment 
Squadron, 95th Pursuit Squadron and Hars. 7th Bombarduent Group passed in 
review. The civilian employees of the Rockvell Air Depot, as well as many 
visitors, witnessed the ceremonies. 

---000--- 


OFFICER PERFORMS UNUSUAL LANDINGS WITH THE "DUCK" 


An officer at Iuke Field, 7.H., whose name mst remain a dark secret for 
the time being, has been demonstrating the versatility of Amphibian airplanes 
during the past month. 

Being a thorough officer in every sense of the word, said Lieutenant was 
always very careful to warn the other officers of his organization to watch 
the wheels when making landings. Probably thinking he would show them what he 
meant he tried to set the ship down in the waters of Pearl Harbor without draw- 
ing them up, and got away with it. Next, coming in to the field for a landing, 
he set the "Duck" down in a soft spot with the wheels up. It was a perfect dry 
landing without wheels, for no damage was done. 

Iuke Field officers are eagerly awaiting a written treatise from his pen 
as to how these landings should be made. 

---000--- 


KELLY FIELD PILOT PERFORMS UNUSUAL LANDING FEAT 


Lieut. 0.P. Weyland had a rather miraculous exverience recently while fly- 
ing over Sanderson, Texas - miraculous because of the country over which it hap- 
pened and because no daimage was done to the plane or injuries received by him 
self. To the hundreds of Air Corps pilots who have flown from San Antonio to 
Marfa, Texas, it is well known that the country around Saaderson, Texas, is 
very rugged with practically no »lace to set a plane dorn except in a small 
field at Sanderson. Licut. Weyland was returning to Kelly Ficld from Marfa. 
When about five miles east of Sanderson, about 2500 feet above the hills, there 
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Was a violent agitation of the motor and: the propeller flow off. 


There being no ficld to land it, and land he mst, he picked out a level 
spot covered with a very small mesquite close to a‘etraightaway in the Southern 
Pacific tracks. Ho landed there, dodged bushes, and brought the plane to a 
Stop with only the fabric torn in a few snall nlaces. 

Upon examination of the airplane, an 0-11, it was found that the crankshaft 
had broken at the thrust-vearing, causing the propeller and the forward end of 
the crarkshaft to fly eff. A new motor wes installed, a runway through the Mes 
quite cleared, and Iieut. Weyland flew the plane back to Kelly Field. 

i 


CAAAELONS, FROM ATR CORPS TECHNICAL SCHOO, \ 


A total of 51 enlisted men graduated from the Air Corps Technical School, 


- Chamate Field, Rantoul, Ill., on Decomber 14th, in the following courses: 


Airplane Mechanics - --------- 14 
Bngies mo catiad«< « «=< « << «4 - = 12 
General mechanics - ----+---+-+-- 4 

eneral mechanics (including welding) 4 
Parachute riggers - --------- 9 
Radio ----------+--+----- 8 


Most of these men belong to units at Air Corps fields and returned to thei| 
‘proper stations. A few unassigned men will be sent to activities now needing \ 
men so qualified. ---000--- ; 


BATTLE AGAINST RaBBITS WAGED AT ROCKWaIL FIELD 

The field was strewn with the dead and dying - powder smoke and flying lead 
bullets filled the air - the yells and shouts of the attackers drowned out the 
shsieks of the wounded. Tka Salvation Army truck sped back and forth behind the 
lines, picking up the dead, as the anmial Rockwell Field offensive against Jack 
Rabbits moved across the Island. 

Led by Major Sneed, Commanding Officer, the "Army", supported by civilian 
employees, and armed with shotguns, bacebnil bats, and miscellaneous forms of 
clubs, drove the pests towards the bay, where they were disposed of ina whole- 
sale manner, The Salvation Army ras ou hand to collect the rabbits for distrib- 
ution to heedy families... Atout 600 rabLits were killed in the drive. 

Due to the destruction of young plants, trees and flowers on the post, it 
became necessary to rid the field of these pests. Many of the rabbits, however, 
succeeded in "trashing" the line and escaping, thereby assuring the necessity of 
another drive in the near future. . ji 

---900--- 


» SWIC CHAMPIONS. VISIT LUKE FIELD 


The greatest aggregation of aquatic stars to ever visit an army post 
gathered at Inke Field, T.H., on November 17th, and furnished the personnel with 
an exhibition of skill rarely displayed excépt in official meets. 

Miss Helen Meany, Johnny Weismller, Paul Wyatt and Walter Laufer with 
their trainer and manager, Dr. Francois D'Eliscu, who were in Honolulu attending 
a championship meet, accented the invitation of Major Van Nostrand extended 
through Lieut. J.F.J. Barly, Post Athletic Officer, and displayed their respec- 
tive bag of tricks for the Air men. 

The various organizations getnered on the shore of Pearl Harbor and watched 
Johnny Weismller locate unkmown rocks in the bey en which to stand. Miss Meany 
taught the boys that a human can almost fly without wings or planes when she 
gracefully. soared from the diving tower, numerous times demonstrating that there 
is more to diving than just jumping off from a springboard. Laufer and Wyatt 
also convinced most of the men that there are a lot of things about a9 grays: nat 
taught at the eldswimming hole back home, 

A tea dance was arranged at the Officors" club for the visitors aad 
their exhibition. , 


0 00-— / 


Ten planes of the 95th Pursuit Squadron, Rockwall Field, Calif., flew to 
Crissy Field Nov. 24th and returned the fellowing day. The pilots took off in 
pairs, five mimtes apart, arriving. at Crissy Field Yn the same order at approx- 
imately the same intervals. Average time of flight slightly less than 4 hours. 
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CATERPILLAR CLUB STILL GOING stronc 6 Y 


The mythical Caterpillar Club at this writing boasts of 108 names on its 
membership roster. A total of 114 life-saving parachute jumps have been made, 
however. The popular airman, Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh, is credited with 
four such jumps, and Captain Frank Q'D. Hunter, Lieut. Bugene H. Barksdale 
(deceased) and Sergeant F.P. Miller with two each. 

Two Air Corps officers who joined the Caterpillar Club recently are 2nd 
Lieuts. Wm. H. Doolittle and Robert L. Schoenlein. Piloting single-seater pur- 
suit planes on December llth over Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., at an al- 
titude of about 3,000 feet, one of those unfortunate accidents happened - a 
collision. Both men took to their paracmtes and reached terra firma without 
injury. As may be surmised, the planes were totally demolished. 

Since the last issue of the News Letter, one other name was added to the 
Club roster. James Collins, test pilot of the Curtiss Company, saved his life 
by a parachute jump near Bolling Field on the afternoon of December 5rd, when 
the wings of his plane tore away during a full power dive at a height of nearly 
six thousand feet. 

Collins had been up for about half an hour, putting the plane through its 
paces and had thrown the plane into a vertical dive at a height of 6,000 feet. 
The right wing tore away and Collins jumped, after considerable difficulty in 
getting out of the way of the falling plane. He landed unhurt near Howard Road, 
Southeast, and the plane crashed 200 yards south of his landing place, the motor 
burying itself several feet in the ground. Taken to the Naval Air Station at 
Anacostia and treated for the shock, he was unable to explain just what had 
hapnoened. The belief is held that a strut collapsed. The plane fell nearly 
3,000 feet before Collins was able to extricate himself. 

The plane which Collins piloted was a new two-seater fighter, which had 
just been built at the Curtiss plant and flow to Washington for test by the 
Navy Board, Collins' flight was the first of the official test trips. One of 
the wings of the plane was found more than half a mile away. 

Collins is a graduate of the Air Corps Advanced Flying Schcol, Kelly Field, 
Texas, receiving his rating as pilot in War ch, 1925. For a time he was on duty 
in the Aeronautics Branch, Departmént of Commerce, and then affiliated himself 
with the Curtiss Company as test pilot. 

A report was recently received of the parachute jump made by Lieut. Harvey 
F. Dyer, Air Corps, on November 14th last. The accident which necessitated this 
jump was a most distressing one, as it resulted in the death of six enlisted 
men, who were passengers in the cabin of a transyort plane piloted by Lieut. 
Dyer. Sitting beside the pilot was Sergeant Frank J. Sixbeualer, and being in 
the open both were able to leap from the disabled plane with their parachutes. 

It appears that in the excitement of the moment one of the men in the 
cabin opened his parachute too soon, or accidentally, and its folds blocked the’ 
way to the cabin doors. Lieut. Dyer's report is as follows: 


LIEUT. HARVEY F. DYER. I made an emergency parachute jump three miles east of 

Brooks Field, Texas, at 2:45 p.m., November 14, 1928, 
from a Douglas C-l airplane, powered with a Liberty 12A engine. The parachute 
used was am Irving Service Seat type. 

The velocity of the surface wind was anproximately 20 mp.h. At 4,000 ft. 
altitude I was executing a steep bank to the left. The speed of the airplane was 
approximately 110 m.p.h., and the engine speed was approximately 1600 r.p.m. 
Apparently the fittings on the left wing broke, the plane suddenly nosed down, 
and the plane was entirely out of control. I cut the switches to the engine and 
yelled to my passengers to jump. At the time I left the plane I do not know the 
speed of the airplane nor the speed of the motor. As nearly as I can remember, I 
unbuckled my safety belt and leaped over the side of the nose, between the pro- 
peller and the left wing. My head hit some part of the ship as I leaped, and I 
fell possibly 300 feet or 400 feet before I regained consciousness. I then pull- 
ed my rip cord and the parachute opened promptly, giving me a terrific jerk. My 
parachute opened at approximately 2500 feet altitude above the ground. I was in 
a half dazed condition as I rode the paracmte to earth, dbut had enough presence 
of mind to control the parachute properly. I turned the parachute so that I woul! 
land with my back to the wind; I slipped the parachute to avoid landing in an 
area covered by trees, and made an easy landing in a plowed field near an import- 
ant highway and near a farmhouse. These points I had learned while making a pre- 
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vious parachute jump, which was a voluntary jump made over the airdrome at Brooks 
Field, Texas. I was not dragged by the parachute on the ground, for I quickly 
pulled one side of it to me and carefully folded. the silk, making a small compact 
bundle to carry. I suffered -but minor bruises, but I was nervous and weak. I 
directed a soldier, tho hanpened on the scene and in whom I. had confidence, to 
be responsible for the safe delivery of my parachute to the parachute department 
at Brooks Field. Another soldier on the scene, having. an automobile, rushed me 
to the hospital at Brooks. Field, where my bruises were. treated. AagST being at 
the hospital five mimtes I walked to my quarters." 

The above emergency parachute jum) appears to be canine instance where the 
jumper was not actually responsible for opening the parachute, it being done 
through some agency other than human hands. Licut. Dyer, in his account of: the 
jump, states that he pulled the rip cord, but it is evident that this did not 
cause the parachute to open. The "bit of silk" which saved his life was turned 
in to the parachute department at Brooks Field by the soldier to whom it had 
been entrusted. An immediate inspection of it brought out the fact that the end 
of the rip cord housing, where sewed to the harness near the ring pocket, had 
been torn loose, (broken twine remaining in the webbing shoved the housing to 
have been sewed at this point with four turns of 15-yound linen twine doubled.) 

The rip cord ring pocket _ was completely torn from the harness to which it 
was sewed and lost. The rip cord was still in the housing, the ring only having 
been pulled out about four inches. There were several abrasions on two panels 
of the chute which might have been caused by fouling on some part of the plane, 
by picking up in the field after landing or by smeving in the truck which re- 
turned the parachute. 

Licut. Dyer has no recollection of shoving the rip cord back into the hous- 
ing after landing. The soldier to vhom he éntrusted his chute noted the condi- 
tion of the rip cord, housing and ring pocket and took considerable nains to 
return it to the peractnte department in the exact condition in vhich he received 
it. 

The Parachute Officer at Brooks Field believes that when teats Dyer jumped 
or was thrown from the plane some protruding object on the ship, caught between 
his harness and the housing just below the point of sewing and ripped off the 


housing and ocket, thus releasing: the chute for him; that it does not scem pos- 


sible. that a direct pull on the ring could have ripped the housing and vocket 
free from the harness. He states that his department does not know of a single 
instance of an emergency or training jump where the jumper:has not entirely 
pulled the rip cord out of the housing. 

The records of the: Caternillar Club show that,in the parachute jumps of 


_ Majors ‘Horace M. Hickam and Herbert A. Dargue,neither of these two Air Corps 


officers pulled the rip cord, their narachutes being opened in some unexplained 
manner while they were departing from their disabled planes. 
---000--- 


ARMY AND NAVAL MEN COMBINS IN LEGION POST 


Fox- Cornet Post No. 9, American Legion, in Hawaii, which originally was 
composed of Army Air Corps men entirely, now has on its rolls a number of offi- 
cers and men from the Naval Air Station at Pearl Harbor, making this Post the 
most unique of its kind in the whole Legion orsanization. 

Captain Harry C. Drayton, commander of the Post, when he took office in 
October last, advocated inviting the Navy men to membership. Investigation dis- 
closed that practically none of the veterans at Pearl Harbor belonged to any 
post. Lieutenant-Commander Gladden, Executive Officer of the Naval Air Station, 
became enthusiastic over the pronosition, and at the November meeting fifteen 
of their munber | were initiated, including Commander Gladden, 

ieee 


SPECIAL WELCOME: FOR SERVICE MEN AT TAMPA TERRACS HOTEL 


Major Philip G. Murphy, Quartermaster Corns Reserve, President of the Army 
and Navy Club of Tampa, Fla., the headquarters of vhich are at the Tampa Terrace 
Hotel, has been devoting considerable. time and. energy in the interests of Reserve 
activities in all the services. In a recent letter to the Chief of the Informa- 
tion Division, Air Corps, he states that rooms at the Tarma Terrace Hotel are 
always open to all officers of the services. 

~442- V-5854, A.C. 











LIBUY, HOPKINS HAS NARROW ESCAPE. 


On a recent flight: to orteey. Field, - presidio of. ewe Francsaes, ‘calif. »from 
Rockwell Field, San Diego, Calif., 2nd Lieut. J.G.. Hopkins, Air Corps, of the 
95th Pursuit. Squadron; was forced ‘to set down twice for water for the radiator, 
“On his second forced landing in’ the Douglas O-2A, he chose a favorable field 
within the confines of an institution for. the mentally. deranged, near Santa 
Clara, The inmates were all released and allowed to.inspect the plane. After 
‘a short delay; and. hones ‘explaining, Lieut. Hopkins . was permitted to continue his 

Pees. S.. ! 
¥ te The caption her this little story was furnished by the. saint Letter Corres- 
penneng. What dtye mean "Narrow Escape"? 

ES _— 


TRANS-PACIFIC FOKKER RECEIVES OVERHAUL 


The Army Fokker Tranyport C-2, made famous by Lieuts. Maitland and 
Hegenberger in their flight from the Mainland to Hawaii a year anda half ago, 
has just been completely overhauled at the Hawaiian Repair Depot at Luke Field, 
T.H. This is the first time that the famous ship has been given a — 
going over since its epic flight. 

- On November 16th Lieut. -Carl A. Cover took the site for. a test flight, and 
it is expected that it will be ready to be turned over to its a station at 
Wheeler Field, Schofield Barracks, T.H., very shortly. 

herons mace 


COMMERCIAL ‘AVIATION IN HAWAII 


Interest in-acronautics continues ‘to increase in Honolulu. ait the jutteine 
islands of the Group. Recently several airplanes were shipped to Honolulu from 
the United States, a flying field opened near the city and an aviation school 
launched which soloed its first student’in the middle of November. 

Captain J.L. Giffin came ‘to Honolulu with Lieut. G.A. Anderson early in the 
month to open the school for Edwin'A. Lewis, president of the Lewis Tours Co. 
Opening a. new field.on the outskirts of the city, the planes that Lewis had pur- 
chased on the Mainland were soon assembled and placed in operation. On November 
14th Robert.C. Duncan soloed for 30 minutes over Rogers Airport.. 

As soon as the Lewis interests- began operating, the. announcement was made 
that a school of aero mechanics had started operation, offering a course requir- 
ing twelve months! practical and theoretical work. Mr. Alfred H. Shuttlewood, 
formerly ef Akron, Ohio, who came to Hawaii and served with the Air Corps at 
Wheeler Field, is General Manager. 

The Inter-Island Steamship Company, ‘operating ‘steamers between Oahu and the 
outlying Islands, expressed their interest in the new project and the operation 
of a commercial airline to augment the service they now render with their 
steamers. Captain Charles H. Dolan of the Bishop Trust Company at Honolulu, 
and‘ who served with the Air Corps during the war, was engaged by them to make an 
aerial survey of conditions. His report is awaited with interest. 

On November 16th Lieut. R.J. Brown, Assistant Air Officer. of the Hawaiian 
Department, announced that there are now 28 pilots in the Hawaiian Islands hold- 
ing commercial licenses. The majority of these are officers of the- Air Corps 
and the Naval Air Station. 

senile - 


LUKE FIELD OFFICERS ESCAPE INJURY IN CRASH 


Lieut. David W. Goodrich, pilot, and Captain R.E.O'Neill, observer, narrow- 
ly escaped injury on November 19th last when the motor of a DH-4 cut out at a low 
altitude over the Waimanalo Target Range, and the plane did a ground loop on the 
beach into the surf. 

The plane was on the water side of the range of mountains when the motor 
went dead at about 200 feet. Heading for a sandy strip of beach he set the 
plane down,but an unseen sand dune threw the ship over. Neither one of the 
officers was. injured although they got slightly damp. 
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HAT BOX FIELD TO BE ENLARGED 


Following the recommendation of the City Council of the City of Muskogee, 
Oklahoma, that $195,000 be apnrovriated for a new airnort, the people of that 
commnity, by a vote of two to one, placed their stamp of annroval on the 
proposition. Under the plans contemplated for the new airport, it will comprise 
400 acres, which will be tile drained. The entire surface will be planted with 
Bermida grass. <A hangar, 100 ft. by 120 ft. will be erected, together with a 
pilot's house and a passenger waiting room. Complete night flying equivment wil 
be installed. The offices and hangars will be only one mile from the center of 
the city. 

Realizing for some time that Hat Box Field was too small and that its 
drainage facilities were poor, a committee of the City Council had previously 
urged that steps be taken to effect needed improvements. Action on the new 
airport was hastened through the recent visit to Muskogee of Major-General J.E. 
Fechet, Chief of the Air Corps, in a Fokker transport niloted by Lieut. Lester 
J. Maitland. Due to the mddy condition of the field the transport was soon 
bogged down in the md, and the reception committee, which included the Mayor, 
the City Manager, the President of the Aviation Club, and various other notables 
needed no further argument to convince them of the inadequacy of the flying 
field. 

---000--- 


FAST. FLIGHT FROM DETROIT TO BOSTON 


The distance between Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., and Boston, Mass. 
was recently covered by 2nd Lieut. Frank D. Klein, Air Corps, a member of the 
First Pursuit Group, in three hours and 35 mimutes. Departing from Selfridge 
Field at 11:30 a.m., November 15th, he arrived at Boston at 3:05 p.m. Due toa 
strong tail wind the arrival at Boston was ten minutes ahead of schedule. 

On his return trip Lieut. Klein made landings at Mitchel Field, N.Y., and 
Buffalo, N.Y. Leaving Boston at:-10;00 a.m., November 17th, he arrived at 
Mitchel Field one hour and 45 minutes later. On the following day he departed 
from Mitchel Field at 9:30 a.m., and arrived at Buffalo at'12:45 p.m. Leaving 
Buffalo in the afternoon at 3:00 o'clock, he arrived at Selfridge Field two 
hours later. His arrival at Mitchel Field was 15 mimtes late and at Buffalo 
45 minutes late, due to a very strong head wind. 

Lieut. Klein stated that conditions at all of.the landing fields were 
excellent and no difficulty was exnerienced in receiving prompt servicing of the 
airplane. 

---000--- 


BOOMING AVIATION IN JACKSONVILLE 


The Reserve Officers! Association of Jacksonville, Fla , recently staged a 
most successful meeting which they designated as "Air Night." The Army Air 
Corps cooperated in an air demonstration given during the day by sending planes 
to Jacksonville from Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala. That day and night gave a 
great impetus to the feeling of air consciousness in this part of the State, and 
the Reserve Officers' Association takes i deed in feeling that it made some con- 
tribution along this line. 

A special committee on aviation has been anpointed, and as part of the reg- 
ular school for the instruction of Reserve officers, a six months! course in 
aviation was inaugurated: ‘An initial enrollment of nearly 80 members indicates 
the interest manifested in this subject. 

On December lsty.vhen the Atlanta-Miami Air Mail line was inaugurated, an 
Air Meet was held at Jacksonville, both of these events indicating the rising 
interest in aviation on the part of the public. 

---000--~- 


ELABORATE MANEUVERS PLANNED FOR NEXT SPRING 


The Air Corps maneuvers for the Spring of 1929 will be conducted on the 
most elaborate scale thus far attempted in the history of this branch of the 
military establishment, Air demonstrations wiil be given at the various 
Service Schools of the Army, and in a maneuver at Kelly Field, Texas, at least 
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200 airplanes will participate. 

War strength squadrons of Pursuit, Bombardment and attack aviation will 
stage demonstrations at Fort Bragg, N.C.; Fort Benning, Ga.; Fort Sill, Okla.; 
Fort Riley, Kansas, and Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. These demonstrations will 
be similar in scope to those given in the Spring of 1928. 

At the completion of these demonstrations, all available Air Corps units 
will be concentrated by air in the vicinity of Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, and 
Norton Field, Columbus, Ohio, to conduct a two-sided Air Corps maneuver. The 
units participating in this maneuver will be the First Pursuit Group from 
Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich.; the Second Bomoardment Group from Langley 
Field, Va.; the Third Attack Group from Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas; the 
9th Observation Group from Mitchel Field, N.Y.; the 11th Bombardment Squadron 
and the 95th Pursuit Squadron from Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif.; the 15th 
Observation Squadron from'Selfridge Field, Mich.; the 16th Observation Squad- 
ron from Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas; the advanced class of the Air 
Corps Flying School at Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, and the Air Corps 
Tactical School at Langley Field, Va. It is contemplated that this two-sided 
maneuver will be conducted with at least 100 airplanes on each side, These 
operations will contime for a period of aporoximately five days, after which 
these units will operate as the Air Corps of an Army under the command of 
Major-General Dennis Nolan, commanding the Fifth Corps Area. The Corps Area 
Staff will function as the Staff of the Army. 

This last phase of the maneuvers will consist of a theoretical war »orob- 
lem in which ground troops will be simlated and air troops will be actual. 
Upon completion of this problem the various units will return to their home 
stations. 

It is calculated that the average distance each unit will travel in all 
phases of these maneuvers from their home stations to the scone of the activi- 
ties will be meproninntely 4,000 miles. 

---000--~ 


MAJORITY OF FLYING CADETS COLLEGE MEN 


It may be of interest to the Air Corns in general that a very high type 
of flying cadet is reporting for training at the Air Corns Advanced Flying 
School, Kelly Field, Texas, under the new plan of training. The following 
data on the eighty-five flying cadets who started training at this school on 
November 5th last is given: 

College graduates - 30. 

Two years or more college, but not graduates - 40. 

High school graduates only - 2. 

Some college under two years - 12. 

Graduates of U.S. Military Academy - l. 

Average age - 24.3 years. 

California, with 12 students, leads the 32 States represented. 

All but 20 Cadets have had some prior military experience, either in the 
Regular Army, National Guard, R.0.7T.C., or O.M.T.C. 

The last two weeks of flying training have been devoted to transition to 
service types of airplanes. Many Chinese landings (One Wing Low) were noted 
at first but a few days, and these were ironed out and the students are rapidly 
getting the feel of the new types of aircraft. 

---000+-- 


NEW RADIO BEACON RECEIVING SET 


Several flight tests were recently made at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, in 
the G2 radio laboratory airplane for the purpose of measuring antenna character 
istics. It will require approximately six hours more of flying to complete 
these measurements. The new radio beacon receiver, which utilizes a 6-ft. ver- 
tical antenna, has been installed in an 02-C airplane. This type of receiver 
and antenna is very mich more suitable for radio beacon work than the one using 
a trailing wire antenna. The beacon zone, or path, is narrowed approximately 
30% and the directional effect of the antenna is eliminated, msking the zone 
more sharply defined. A Board met recently at the Materiel Division to outline 
a development program for future aircraft radio equinment. 
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POLICIZS IN EFFECT IN OFFICE CHIEF OF AIR CORPS 


The procedure to te followed in the Office Chief of Air Corps, Washington, i: 
the selection of Air Corps officers for assignment to activities or specific 
duties was outlined in a recent memorandum issued by the Chief of the Air Corps. 

Under normal circumstances, requests for orders effecting changes of station 
of sir Corps officers will be suvmitted to The Adjutant General in advance of the 
effective date of orders, as follows; 

When being ordered to, or relieved from, Service Schools - 6 months. 

When proceeding to, or returning from, foreign service - 5 months. 

When being relieved from, or ordered to, other permanent assignments ~ 
3 months. 

Excentions will be made in the case of officers pursuing the pilots' course 
at the Advanced Flying School, the Balloon and Airship School course and Service 
School courses of less than 6 months! duration, when orders will be requested not 
less than 30 days prior to the commletion of the courses. 

The Personnel Division will maintain lists of eligible apnlicants for courses 
at the various schools. These lists will be referred to the interested Divisions 
of the Office Chief of Air Corps not less than two weeks prior to the date orders 
are requested, and the interested divisions, together with the Personnel Division, 
will select the required number of officers from the list according to their 
eligibility and availability. 

Air Corps officers required for foreign service will be selected by the 
Personnel Division according to War Department Regulations, policies and instruc- 
tions in effect when selections are made. hose returning from foreign service 
will be given assignnents mtually agreed upon by representatives of the Personnel 
Materiel and Training and Operations Divisions. 

When practicable, the Commanding Officers of Air Corps activities in the 
United States from which it is proposed to withdraw an officer or officers will be 
consulted prior to the preparation of requests for orders. Their recommendations 
and suggestions will be carefully considered and will be adopted if not contrary 
to the best interests of the Air Corps. 

Under normal circumstances orders will not be requested for the withdrawal of 
an officer until his replacement has been selected or an agreement reached that a 
replacement is not required. 

All assignments of Field Officers and of officers ordered to and from the 
Office, Chief of the Air Corns, mst receive the personal approval of the Chief of 
the Air Corps. Other assignments will be anproved by the Executive. 

---000~-- 


NEY BOOK ON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS 


The Ronald Press is about to issue a book entitled "International Airports," 
the author of which is Lieut.-Col. Stedman S. Hanks, President, American Airports 


Corporation, who spent the summer of 1928 in an intensive study of the development 


of the aviation industry in Durope, with particular reference to European progress 
in the construction, financing, operation and management of airports. 

The book contains a wealth of valuable material never before published. More 
than thirty photographs illustrating interesting features of European airports are 
included. There are also photographic reproductions of many printed forms in use 
abroad which have suggestive value for preparing similar forms for use in America. 

---000--- 


CIVILIAN AVIATION ATTRACTS ENLISTED PILOTS AND MECHANICS 


The rapid expansion of civil aviation can be seen by the loss to the Army Air 
Corps of its highly trained men. Each month, in addition to those Flying Cadets 
who are graduated and most. of whom leave the service, many enljsted pilots and 
mechanics are discharged from the Army to accept other positions. Three of the 
22 enlisted airplane pilots of the Air Corps purchased their discharge during the 
month of November. | 
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Y CATERPILLAR CLUB DEPRIVED OF TWO MEMBERS 


Two members of the Air Corps stationed at Dodd Field, Fort Sem Houston, 
Texas, ond Lieut. Frank Corson, pilot and Private James W. Sne@aker, passenger, 
were drowned in Metagorda Bay, opposite Bayside Beach, Texas, on the afternoon 
of November 16th under unusual circumstances. 

Whide in the act of firing upon a sleeve target during gunnery practice, 
the 02-4 plane flown by Lieut. Corson collided with same. The plane was seen 
to make a turn after hitting the sleeve target at about 2,000 feet altitude 
with wings level, at which time one mam jumped with his parachute. The plane 
then went into a vertical right side slip with nose level until at about 1,000 
feet altitude, when the second man left by means of a pull off from the left 
side of the ship. The first man to jump did not drift as far as the man who 
jumped from the lower altitude. His fall was rapid and he went straight into 
the water. The wind blew the parachute on edge and it remained for several 
seconds partially bellied out upon the water before collapsing. The man who 
jumped from the lower altitude was seen to oscillate considerably, and when 
the parachute struck the water it bellied out, remaining so and dragging 
the jumper upon the surface of the water before collapsing and disappearing 
in the waves. 

Upon recovery of the bodies it was found that Lieut. Corson had cleared 
his herness, but his parachute was not located, Pvt. Snedaker was found with 
the parachute harness unfastened and clear with the exception of one leg strap 
which was fastened. The parachute fouled with send wes held to the bottom of 
the Bay and did not come to the surface until after a period of seven days.. 
Upon inspection of the parachute the silk was found to be in poor condition, 
tearing easily by hand due to the action of the salt water, 

In the report on this accident it is stated that as éhe result of the col- 
lision the sleeve either fouled the controls or hung upon the struts of the 
left wing until the breaking of the left bay strut caused the wings to telescope 
The airplane was seen to make a complete turn as if trying to glide to land, and 
after one man left the ship it want into a fast vertical right hand slip, nose 
up, motor full on. The sleeve was seen clear of the ship while the airplane was 
in the slip. The belief is expressed that the airplane was under partial contro 

Another cruel turn of fate was the fact that the parachute landings were 
made about one-eighth of one-quarter of a mile from shore in only about five 
feet of water. 

The probability is that had these parechute landings been made on terra 
firma both men would be members of the Caterpillar Club today. Successful emer- 
gency jumps heve previously been made from lower altitudes than the two in ques- 
tion which ended so disastrously. ~_-,Q,-_- 

RESIGNATION CF. CAPTAIN ALDRIN 

Captain Edwin E. Aldrin severed his official connection with the Army Air 
Corps to accept a position as Aviation Manager of the Standard Oil Company of 
New Jersey, with office in New York City. His regignation took effect on Novem- 
ber l2th last. 

Captain Aldrin's reputation in the Air Corps is of a very high character. 
He was considered one of the most valuable all eround officers. An excellent 
representative of the best type of Army officer, his pleasing personality won 
him many friends, all of whom regret his departure from the Air Corps but wish 
him every success in his new line of work. 

. Most of Daptain Aldrin's service in the Air Corps was with the Engineering 
Division at McCook Field and with the Materiel Division at Wright Field, Dayton, 
Ohio. He came to Dayton in 1919 and wes assigned to duty as Assistant Chief of 
the Airplane Branch at McCook Field. Later he organized and opened the Air 
Corps Engineering School, He served as Secretary of this School as well as In- 
structor, and greatly improved the course, handling all details in a - highly 
creditable manner. 

Captain Aldrin was born at Worcester, Mass., April 12, 1896. He attended 
the Public Schools of Worcester and the Clark University of that city, graduat- 
ing with the degree of A.B, in 1915. In 1916 he tonk a special course in math- 
ematics and electrical engineering at the Worcester Polytéchnic Institute, and 
the following year a post graduate course in aeronautical and mechanical enginee! 
ing at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, graduating with the degree of 
Master of Science. 
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During the war he received an appointment as 2nd Lieutenant in the Coast 
Artillery Corps (October. 26,1917), and a permanent appointment in that branch 
of the service as lst.Lieutenant on June 24, 1919. ve 

From October, 1917, to March, 1918, he was on duty at the Coast Artillery 
School at Mort !onroe, Va. During Asril and May he scrved as Commanding Officer 
of Fort McKinley, Maine, and up until the middle of June, 1918, as Executive 


‘Officer of Battery E, 72nd C.A.C., at Fort Preble, Mainc. 


Detailed to the Air Corps, he was placed on duty as Instructor in Aero- 
nautics, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and.served in that capacity from 
June, 1918, to February, 1919, when he was assigned to duty at the Engineering 
Division at McCook Field, Dayton, Ohio. He graduated from the Air Corps Engi- 
necring School in 1921. ‘s 

From March 6, 1922 to Avril 7, 1924, Captain Aldrin was: on duty in the’ 
Philippines, and upon completion of his foreign service tour he was again as- 
Signed to the Engineering Division. He served as Assistent Commandant of the 
Air Corps Engineering School for two years, and in 1927 took a special course 
in aeronautical engineering at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He 
performed certain research work for the Deniel Guggenheim Fund for the Promotion 
of Aeronautics. 

Captain Aldrin's scholastic attainments made him an extremely well quali- 
fied technicnl officer, and the Air Corps will miss his services. 

---000--- 


SECRETARY OF WAR LAUDS AVIATION PIONEZRS 


At tire laying of the Cornerstone of the National Memorial to be erected by 
the United States to commemorate the 25th anniversery of the first flight in an 
airplane made by Orville Wright, the Yonorable Dwight F. Davis, Secretary of Wer, 
made the following remarks: 

"Since time imuemorial, nations have consecrated battlefields and erected 
monuments to their distinguished sons. This nation, dedicated to peace, may 
well consecrate these sea-swept, sandy shcres as a peace-time battlefield, for 
here mankind won a notable battle; here men conquered air. Here, where they won 
their first greet victory, will be erected a monument to our peece-time pioneers 
of progress, Wiltur and Orville Wright. 

"Since tueir first fligat in 1903 aviation has made tremendous progress. 
The great continent that lies to the West of us is being covered with an invis- 
ible network of airways. This mizhty ocean has been dwarfed by brave men and 
women who, in their tiny planes, défied space and sea. 

"The memorial soon to arise hvre will forever keep alive the names of 
these two Americans who gave wings to the world, but an even greater memorial 
to Wilbur and Orvihle Wright will be the part to be olayed by the future ex- 
pansion of aviation in fostering peace, prosperity and nrogress throughout the 
world, 

"Even as we today lay the corner stone of this memorial, so aviation of 
today is building the foundation for a great structure - the aviation of to- 
morrow, From that foundstion time can never erase the nomes of those two broth- 
ers who had the courage, the ability and the patience to tronsform man's dream 
of flight into the realm of reality - Wilbur and Orville Wright." 

---000--- 


DESCRIPTION OF RECEN?LY AUTHORIZED UNIFORMS 


In conncetion with the blue uniforms recently authorized for the Army, the 
following brief description of each of the four worn by officers is given. 
These four. are the dress, full dress, special evening dress and the mess jacket: 

The dress uniform cousists of a single-breasted coat, of blue black crepe 
or serge with a standing coller, trimmed with 1} irch mohair braid with gold 
shoulder straps with insignia of rank embroicered thereon. The bese of the 
shoulder strap is the color of the arm of the service of the wearer. With this 
coat, trousers or breeches of sky-blue are worn, the material of which is of 
doeskin witn a stripe the color of the erm of the service. The cap is of a 
cloth to metch the coat, with a black patent leather visor and gold chin strap. 
The coat of arms of the United States is emoroidered on the front of the cap. 

The full dress uniform consists of a double-breasted frock coat of’ tue- 
black cloth with a double row of gilt buttons on the front and standing collar 
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trimmed with.» double row of 4 inch gold l-ce with cross-grained silk, the color 
of the arm of service, between the bands of gold lace. Gold shoulder knots are 
Worn with the coat, with the insignia of rank secured thereon. The sleeves are 
trimmed with 4 inch gold lace and rows of 1/8 inch gold soutache forming three 
loops, the number of rows designating the rank. A belt and saber slings of 
black enameled leather covered with gold lace interwoven with three silk stripes 
the color of the arm of service, are worn with the coat. The trousers and cap 
are the same as for the dress uniform. 

The special evening dress is of the same cut as civilian evening dress. 
However, the coat is ornamented with gold lace on the sleeves and shoulder knots 
the same as for the full dress uniform, while the buttons on the coat are gold, 
The vest is white with gold buttons. 

The mess jacket is single-breasted, with a long roll peaked lapel. It is 
cut short on the hip with a slight point front and back. It is of the same 
material as the dress coat, with gold trimmings the same as those worn with the 
Special evening dress. The lapels are faced with cloth the color of the arm of 
the service, 

For enlisted men there is one blue uniform. The coat is a single-breasted 
sack coat of derk blue cloth with standing collar. It is fastened down the 
front with six gilt buttons. The edges of the collar and the shoulder loops 
are trimmed with cord the color of the arm of the service, The trousers are 
of sky-blue kersey. For non-commissioned officers and musicians there is a 
stripe the color of the arm of the service. The cap is of dark blue cloth with 
patent leather visor and chin strap. On the cap is worn a gilt cap ornament 
Which is disk shape with the coat of arms of the United States thereon. Insig- 
nia of rank are worn on the sleeve of the coat and are the color of the arm of 
service. 


---000--- 
AIR CORPS TO CONDUCT ELABORATE EXPERIMENT ON REFUFLING AIRCRAFT IN FLIGHT 


Machinery to carry out the most elaborate experiment ever attempted to 
determine the precticability of refueling aircraft in flight was set into motion 
today when Secretary of War Dwight F. Davis, on recommendation of Assistant 
Secretary of War, F. Trubee Davison, and Major General James E. Fechet, Chief of 
the Air Corps, approved plans for a refueling endurance flight to be started by 
the Army Air Corps at Los Angeles shortly after dawn on New Yearts Day. 

Even as the launching of the experiment on January 1 heralds the beginning 
of a yeer which is expected to produce great progress in the field of flight, so 
approval of the project by the War Department on the very day when the entire 
country celebrates the 25th anniversary of the Wright Brothers! first oe. ne 
Comes at a dramatic moment. 

Authorization for the endurance flight was granted following the successful 
outcome of a series of final tests conducted over Bolling Field yesterday by two 
of the planes and part of the personnel assigned to the mission, which is headed 
by Major Carl Spatz, with Capt. Ira C. Eaker as second in command. Preparations 
for the tests were started by these officers se¥eral months ago by order of the 
Chief of the Air Corps. 

The preliminary preparations have been withheld from the public in order to 
determine the feasibility of the project and to be assured that it would be 
practicable to carry the tests to a conclusion. 

The personnel of the mission is as follows: 

Endurance plane: Major Spatz, Captain Eaker, Lieut. Quesada and Lieut. 

H.A. Halverson, pilots; Sgt. Roy Hooe, mechanic. 

Refueling plane No. 1 - Capt. Ross G. Hoyt, pilot and one more officer to 
be selected at San Diego. 

Refueling plane No. 2 - This plane and its crew will be arranged for at 
San Diego. 

Ground personnel: Lieut. Ray Harris, engineering officer; Hans J. Adamson 
and Lieut. Arthur Ennis, in charge of communications with the plane. 

The endurance plane, with Major Spatz, Capt. Eeker, Mr. Adamson and Sgt. 
Hooe aboard, was scheduled to leave Bolling Field on the morning of Dec. 18th 
as was Refueling plane No.1, with Capt. Hoyt and Lieut. Quesada. Overnight 
stops are planned at Middletown, Dayton, Scott Field and Oklahoma City. At 
Rockwell Field, new and carefully selected motors will be installed in both 
planes. This done, they will be flown to Los Angeles for take-off from Mines 
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Field on Jan. lst. 

Tac purvose of the experiment is not only to put modern airplane engines to 
the acid test of absolute endurance ‘anh ta.determine the strain of flint ca the 
human system over a protractet pexicwbutadso in fact, primarily, to investigate 
the prectical velue of refueling in military as well as in commercial aviation. 
Bombardment planes, for instance, would be iven » wider radius of action, while 
commercial airplanes, owing to decreased fuel weight, would be able to carry 
greater payloads if refueling can be. adopted as a routine function in aviation. 

No objective has been set with respect to the length of time the plane will 
remain aloft. The problematical feature of the mission is best indicated in the 
naming of the ship, which has been called the "Question Mark". Army Air Corps 
heads realize that a minor mishop, which meansnothing in ordinary flying, can 
put a most effective though temporary brake-on any non-stop experiment. However, 
every precaution will be taken to have vlane, engines and —e as flawless 
as possible. Nothing will be left to chance. 

_ “There will be but cne objective after the plane takes off at Los Angeles", 
said Major General James E. Fechet, "and that is to refuel it when fuel is needed 
and to keep the ship in tue air until the motors cease to hum. 

"While it will be inicresting to learn-how long airplane motors will con- 
tinue to run under actual flying conditioris and without a landing being made, 
our primary concern is to determine the practicability of refueling while in 
the air. 

"Preliminary research along these lines was mede five years ago when Lieuts. 
Lowell 4, Smith and John P, Richter conducted experiments which had their climax 
in a border to border flight along the Pacific coast in 12 hours and 13 minutes. 
This flight furnished opportunity for the transfer of 125 gallons of gas. Prior 
to this test, the same two pilots remained in the air for almost 24 hours in an 
ordinary DH observation plane by means of refueling. Experiences gathered in 
these trials will prove of great value in the experiments about to be conducted." 

The tests next month and those staged five years ago differ in several re- 
spects. In the first place, the 1923 endurance plane had only one motor while 
the "Question Mark" has three. The largest quantity of gas transferred in the 
1923 trials was 125 gallons, while about 900 gallons must be poured into the 
tanks of the 1929 endurance ship between dawn and dusk every day. Two men sat ir 
open cockpits in 1923, while five men will enjoy a larger measure of comfort in 
the "Question Mark", which includes among its special equipment three berths, tw. 
comfottable wicker chairs, books, radio and a small electric stove. 

Two officers will be on duty in the pilot's compartment as long as the 
flight lasts. Inasmuch as Major Spatz will attend to the transfer of sunplies 
and Captain Eaker will be at the wheel during the contact periods - of which 
there will be from three to six a day — these two officers will pilot the ship 
during the daytime while Lieutenants Halverson and Quesada will be at the con- 
trols at night. 

The endurance ship and Refueling plane No. 1 were flown to Washington Sunde; 
from the Army Air Corps Depot at Middletown, Pennsylvania, where they were taken 
several weeks ago for installation of special equipment. The refueling plane hes 
two 150 gallon gas tanks and one 40 gallon oil tank in its passenger compartment. 
The two gas tanks are joined with a 4 inch pipe to which is fastened a 50 foot 
hose with a diameter of two and a half inches. A similar hose is attached to the 
oil tank. Ropes for lowering food, water, messages and other supplies have also 
been provided. 

Two gas tanks and an oil container similar to those in the refueling plane 
have been installed in the endurance ship. aA berth has been built on top of eaca 
tank while a third cot has been constructed over theedil tank. The gasoline wiil 
be pumped by hand from the special fuel tanks into the regular tanks in the wing 
of the ship. 

; During refueling periods, the two ships will come within 17 feet of eac 
other, the endurance plane flying beneath and slightly behind the supply ship. 
Major Spatz - wearing goggles, rubber face mask, rubber gloves and a rubber rair- 
coat - will stand on a small platform built in the entrance compartment of the 
Ship. This will place him-shoulder high in the opening that has been cut in the 
top of the ship at this point. As the hose is lowered from the plane above, 
Major Spatz will catch it, pull it through the opening and turn a valve. The 
gasoline will then puur into a reception furnel immediately beneath the mouth of 
the hose, at the rate of 75 gallons per minute, and run through two 4 inch pipes 
into the two 150 gallon tanks. Three hundred gallons will te taken aboard at 
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each refueling period. Major Spatz will wear the protective covering to prevent 
possible burns. from spattering gas. He may also be compelled to use a gas mask 
if fumes from the high test airplane fuel should be too powerful. 

No particular hazard is involved in the transfer of fuel. The greatest risk 
is that a hose or a rope might be caught in one of the propellers, but this dan- 
ger is minimized because the aperture through which the hose will pass is fully 
18 feet removed from the nearest propeller. 

Much of the sefety and success of transferring the fuel and supplies will 
depend upon the cool heads, steady hands and nerves of Capt. Eaker and Capt. 
Hoyt's plane will fly above the other on a straight line and at a given altitude, 
It will be up to Capt. Eaker to keep his ship from either swerving, climbing or 
diving during transfers. Each contact will last anproximately five minutes and 
take place at altitudes where the air is smoothest. The speeds of the two planes 
will be synchronized at 80 miles an hour. 

Aporopriate clothing and food present problems thet will be solved between 
now and the time of the take-off. Both play important roles in the success of 
the flight. A special diet schedule is being prepared by Army Air Corps Flight 
Surgeons who also will maxe complete examinations of the crew before the flight 
starts. The medical record will be used to determine the effect prolonged fly- 
ing has on pilots in the event the mission should remain in the air for any 
great length of time. 

The course of the endurance ship has not been decided upon as yet but it is 
believed that it will run from Santa Monica to San Diego - a distance of about 
110 air miles. In case fog or other bad flying weather along the coast should 
force the shio inland, the craft will fly over the Imperial Valley. The average 
speed of the "Question Merk" will be about 90 miles an hour with the engines 
turning approximately 1350 r.p.m. The cruising height of the ship will be be- 
tween 2,000 and 3,000 feet during the dey and from 5,000 to 7,000 feet at night. 

The ship will carry a barograph which will register the endurance of the 
flight and provide an official record of the time spent in the air. It is also 
probable that official timers and observers assigned by the Mational Aeronautic 
Association will compute the distance covered by the craft in its flights. If 
the official mileage is recorded, all time spent by the plane off any prescribed 
course would not be considered in the timing. Full credit would, however, be 
given for endurance, whether the ship stays on a preseribed course or not so 
long as it remains in the air. 

The air travel. distance from San Diego to Los Angeles is about one hour and 
fifteen minutes. In the course of one day this route would be covered more than 
twenty times - a beat which in time would grow very monotonous to the crew of 
the"Question Mark" but a necessary procedure for checking mileage as well as 
remaining within striking distance of Refueling plane No. 1, which will be 
stationed at San Diego after the first refueling contact over Los Angeles has 
been made. Refueling plane No. 2 will be at El Centro, ready to refuel in case 
of bad weather along the coast or to "pinch hit" for No. 1, should the latter 
plane be out of comission. 

When the endurance ship noses into the wind at sunrtse on January ist, it 
Will have only 90 gallons in the tank. 

The refueling plane will take off befora the "Question Mark" leaves: the 
ground as the-first refueling contact for the transfer of 500 gallons of gas 
and 40 gallons of oil will be made as soon as doth ships are in the air. 

The complete log of the ship will be sent to the ground every morning and 
every evening. This log will show the conditions of engines and pilots through- 
out the period, such as mechanical work done, refueling, messages dispatched, 
etc. 

The endurance plane will carry radio telephone equipment which will make it 
possible for those aboard it to communicate with the ground information center 
near Los Angeles, or the Air Corps station at San Diego. Should the radio fail, 
block signals will be used on the ground to convey weather data or other import- 
ant information to the endurance plane, or messages can be passed from ship to 
ship during contact periods. Call letters and wave lengths for the endurance 
plane and the communication center, which will be established either at Santa 
Monica or Los Angeles, will be assigned. oy the Army Signal Corps before January 
lst. 7 

The endurance ship is an Atlantic C#2 Army transport monoplane with a wing 
span of 71 feet, It is equipped with three J-5 air cooled engines each of which 
generates 220 horsepower, It has a cruising speed of about 115 miles an hour. 
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The refueling planes are Douglas C-1l Army transports. This type of craft 
is a biplane equipped with a single Liberty motor generating 400 H.P. It is 
capabie of carrying a gross weight of more than 6,000 pounds. The cruising 
speed is about 95 miles an hour. 

---000--- 


WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS. 


Changes of Station: lst Lieut. Frank M. McKee from Norton Field,Columbus, 
Ohio, to duty in Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, Washington,D.C. 

lst Lieut. Adolphus R. McConnell, Langley Field, to Norton Field, Ohio. 

end Lieut. Harold A. Wheaton, Langley Field, Va. to Kelly Field, Texas. 

lst Lieut. Harvey K, Greenlaw, 11th School Group, Air Corps Training Center, 
San Antonio, Texas, to University of California, Berzeley, Cal., for duty. 

lst Lieut. Richard H. Magee, Chanute Field, to Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

lst Lieut. Newman R. Laughinghouse, Mitchel Field, to Chanute Field, I1l. 

lst Lieut, David: M. Schlatter, March Field, Calif., to Pamama Canal Zone, 
sailing about March 2, 1929. 

Ist Lieut. Edward V. Harbeck upon completion of tour of duty in Panama to 
San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas. 

Reserve Officers ordered to active duty to June ®, 1929: 

lst Lieut. Norfleet Giddings Bone, Dallas, Texas, to Ft.Sam Youston,Texas. 

Relieved from Detail to the Air Corps: lst Lieut. James F. Phillips, Corps 
of Engineers, to proceed to Wright Field, Ohio, for duty in connection with 
aerial mapping. 

Reserve Officers relieved from extended active duty: lst Lieut. David L. 
Benchke. 

Detailed to Air Corps and to Brooks Field, March 1,1929, for training: 

lst Lieut. Oscar L. Beal, Infantry. 

end Lieut. Vera H. Wiseman, Infantry. 

end Lieut. Gustavus W. West, Cavalry. 

Promotions: lst Lieut. Carl F. Greene, to Captain, rank from Nov.8,1928, 

‘end Lieut. John K. Nissley to lst Lieut., rank from Sept. 27, 1928. 

2nd Lieut. Charles G. Pearcy to lst Lieut., rank from Oct. 2, 1928. 

2nd Lieut. Eyrle G. Johnson to lst Lieut., rank from Oct 21, 1928. 

end Lieut. Archibald Y. Smith to lst Lieut., rank from Oct. 25, 1928. 

end Lieut. Herbert. W. Anderson to lst Lieut., rank from Oct. 27, 1928. 

2nd Lieut. Leslie F. Young to lst Lieut., rank from Nov. 1, 1928, 

---000--- 

















COLONEL CULVER GOES TO THE GENERAL STAFF 


Lieut .-Colonel Clarence C. Culver, Air Corps, Commanding Officer of Langley 
Field, Va., and Commandant of the Air Corps Tactical School at that station, is 
slated for duty in Washington starting July lst next. Under War Department 
orders recently issued, he is relieved from his duties at Langley Field and de- 
tailed as a member of the General State Corps with duty in the War Department 


General Staff. 
a 


DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS FOR LIFUT. EIELSON 


The War Department recently announced the award of the Distinguished Flying 
Gross to lst Lieutenant Carl B. Bielson, Air Corps Reserve, the citation accom- 
panying same being as follows: 

"CARL B. EIELSON, first lieutenent, Air Corps Reserve, United States Army. 
For extraordinary achievement while participating in an aerial flight. Lieu- 
tenant Eielson as pilot, accompanied Captain George H, Wilkins (an English sub- 
ject), from Barrow Point, Alaska, to Dead Man's Island, Archipelago of Spitz- 
bergen, on April 15-16,1928, without stop, a distance of more than 2200 miles, 
The severity of the weather, the storm arca through which they passed, the im- 
possibility of safe landing enroute with no hope of outside aid in case of a 
forced landing, and the complete success of the enterprise, distinguished this - 
as one of the most extraordinary aerial accomplishments of history. 

Residence at enlistment in the Army on January 17, 1918, at Fort Omaha, 
Nebraska, given as Hatton, North Dakota. Birthplace and permanent address 
given as Hatton, North Dakota. 
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NOTES TROM ATR CORPS FIELDS 


Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, Nov. 24th. 





The nermanent officers of Kelly Field zave «a formal dance to the incoming 
class on November 2drd. All students, inckuding the flying cadets, attended, 
Music was furnisned by the Post orchestra, 

Lieut. John R. Drum, A-C., reported on November 22nd, having been trans- 
ferred from Langley Field. Ye was assigned to the 40th School Squadron, 
(Bombardment), for duty. 

Ry the time this gous to press another Air Corps bachelor will have become 
a Benedict. 1st Lieut. Join Whitely is to be married on November 29th to Miss 
Jane Grice, a very popular and beautiful San Antonio maiden, Lieut. Whitely 
has been one of Kelly Field's popular. bachelors and is well known throughout 
the Air Corps. He, with Lieut, "Rosebud" Smith, made a transcontinental flight 
in a Martin Bomber in 1923, and with Lieut. Lanne ieee first place in the 
1928 bombing matches at Langley Field, 

Hunting season is with us agein and every week iil sees the officers of 
Kelly Field off to various parts of the State in quest of game. Many. record 
bags of ducks, doves, etc., are brought in. ; " 

Major Tinker, Capt. Easterbrook, Lieuts. St.John and Rundquist and Booth, 
arrived November 13th from Langley Field in five L3-5's to be used: for training 
in the Bombardment Section. 

November 22nd the. football classic of the Army League’ took vinew with the 
1927 Champions, the 23rd Infantry, end Kelly Field es the participants. Both 
teams. up.to this geme had remained undefeated. The game was Kelly's all the 
way. In the first half Kelly Field scored a touchdowm against the doughboys 
but feiled to kick the goal. The grme continued with Kelly in the lead, 6 to 
O, until the last few minutes of play, when the o3rd Infantry shoved the ball 
over the line for a touchdown and. kicked the goal, making the score 7 to 6. 

It was a hard fought game, with Kelly Field the outstanding team. The breaks 
of the game were against them, however, and a great team went down in defeat. 
The credit of the excellent showing mode by Kelly Field was due to the untiring 
efforts of Lieut. "Pat" Booker, wno was the teem coach for this season. Ye 
developed from unseasoned metcrial a team of .chempionshio caliber, 

Colonel Charles A, Lindbergh dropped into Kelly Field on Sunday afternoon, 
November 25th, en route from Mexico to New York, As he was behind in his 
schedule, he was unable to stay longer than over night and took off Monday morn- 
ing at 8:00 A.M. As a result, very few of the officers were eble to meet him. 
While here he wes the guest wi lst Lieut. B.S, Thompson, Post Operations Officer, 


Maxwell Field, Montcorery, Ala., » Nov. 20th. 





A flight of 4 O02-H planes depnrted from Maxwell Field on Oct. 3rd for 
Jacksonville, Fla., en route to Orlando and St. Augustine, Fla., to particinate 
in the opening of airports at those two cities. The Flight consisted of Lieuts. 
Wriston, McCoy, Woodbury and Byerly, Pilots, end Capt. Platt, M.C., Lt. Powers, 
Q.M.C., and two mechanics ars passengers. 

A number of Confederate Veterans were quartered at Maxwell Field during 
the re-union of the Alabama Division on October 9th, 10th and llth. 

Maj. John Brooks and Major Delos Emons landed at this station on October 
llth from Kelly Field and continued from here to Washington by trein. 

Lieuts. Arnold and Pratt attended conference at Wright Field on Oct. 15th. 

On Oct. 16th Major Weaver, accompanied by Lieut. McCoy, went to New Orleans 
to assist in the selection of an airport theres 

Capt. Donald P, Muse, A.C., reported for duty at Maxwell Tield. He was 
formerly stationed et Bolling Field. 

Cant, Willis Hale, from the Cffice of the Chief of the Air Corps, made an 
inspection trip here on Oct. 17th. 

Maxwell Field Footbell Te«m defeated the 83rd Field Artillery Team from 
Fort Benning, Ga., at Cramton Bowl, in Montgomery, 27 to 0. 

On Oct. 29th, the Board of Officers anp»inted to investigate proposed 
sites for the Attack Group arrived at ifontromery. The Board is composed of 
Col. W.H. Noble, Lt.Col. Henry ©. Pratt, Mej. John Brooks and lst Lieut. Geo. 
A. McHenry. - . 
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Durinz the renth of October numerous Atay, Navy, National Guard and 
Civilian planes visited Maxwell Field. 








Boston Airport, East Boston, Mass., Nov. 2édrd. 


General Preston Brown "Our Corps Area Commander", piloted by Lieut. Duke, 
recently flew to Louisville, Ky. via Langley and Maxwell Fields, returning via 
Lexington, Ky, Dayton, Detroit and Bolling, making the trip from Bolling to 
Boston in three hours and five minutes. 

General Brown made an extensive survey of the Mississippi River Flood Dis- 
trict and participated in the Armistice Day ceremonies at Louisville, Ky. 

PTs at this station seem to have gome the wrong way, two being cracked up 
about election time. 

Capt. C.W. Ford and Lieut. J.A, Wilson ferried two PTs from San Antonio Air 
Depot and upon arrival here were presented with orders dispatching them to 
Middletown Air Depot for the purpose of ferrying two more PTs from that Depot. 
This gives us six PTs, our full complement for the first time since Jennies 
were discarded. 

Reserve Officers in this Corps Area have been turning out in numbers to 
fly our two PTs and when words get around that we have six!!! 

Lieut. Borple with Lieut. Morrison, Pa. N.G.,A.C., recently met with a 
tough break. Flying from Phila. in an 0-17 they ran out of gas just as a land- 
ing Was being made. They didn't quite reach the field but landed in the mud 
flats at the end of the field. Neither one was injured and they proceeded to 
the Harvard-Penn game and had the staisfaction of seeing their team defeat 
Harvard. 

Visitors arriving at this airport will be quite surprised to note the im- 
provements in our buildings and the new runway on the field. 

Lieut. Edward M. Fairfield, A.C, Res., donated to the Detachment a much 
needed ."B" eliminator.and we are once again tuning in on the various programs, 
especially the football games. 

Better service will be available at this station now that we have a 
Garford Truck. allotted for gas, oil and water. 

A party of twenty-five teachers from the Boston City Teachers College were 
conducted on a tour through the hangars and they were amazed at what they saw, 
especially the parachutes and flying equipment. Several of the party took a - 
hop in the commercial planes operating at Boston Airport, and now they are sold 
on flying. 

A new Operations Office is being established with complete facilities for 
local and airways traffic. A weather board, U.S. Weather Bureau Map, radio 
service and other conveniences will provide service to local and visiting 
pilots not excelled anywhere in the Air Corps. 


Air Depot, Middletown, Pa., Dec. 4th. 





During the month of November the Engineering Department, under the direc- 
tion of Capt. Estabrook, major overhauled five planes, including three Observa- 
tion planes, one Training and one Cargo. In addition, four Observation planes 
were given minor overhaul. Eighteen engines were put through the ships and 
Shipped out to the area as replacements. 

The money value of shipments leaving the Depot during the month totaled 
$205,257.00, while the value of receipts reached $602,583.00 
General Fechet arrived Nova lst in a tri-motored Fokker from Bolling Field 
and. lost no time in getting up into the hills to do a little hunting. However, 
the birds seemed to know that the Cakes was looking for them and made themselves 
rather scarce, 

Col. L.M. Hathaway and Major Harms visited us on the 16th and spent most 


of the time making a study and inspection in our dope shop. 


Four Amphibians were ferried in during the latter part of the month to be 
overhauled on a priority job and shipped to the Philippines. Lieut. H.4. Mills 
brought one from Selfridge, Lieut. R.G. Herris one:from Mitchel, Capt. Ted 
Haight one from Bolling and Lieut. K.C. McGregor one from Langley. 

A large weather map was installed in the Operations Office and is posted 
daily by the Meterological personnel with the weather data received from NAA. 
This weather data fills a much meeded want and enables the flying personnel to 
tell at a glance weather conditions in all parts of the country. 
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At the end of November work wes almost completed on the renoveting and 
remodeling of the Post Gymnasium. Pennsylvania in general, and Middletown in 
particular, is an extremely enthusiastic community over basketball, The season 
begins the first week in December, and it is believed that personnel at this 
Depot will be afforded much pleasure throughout the winter months in witnessing 
first class basketball contests. The Post team is composed of members of the 
Civilian personnel, most of whom were former college or semi-professional stars 
in this section of the country. 

On November 15th our Contract Surgeon, Dr. J.E, Blecher, departed for 
DealssIsland, Md., with his fast shooting, double barreled shot gun. The Doctor 
spent three days in the blinds and came back to camp with many fine specimens 
of maliard, teal, red head and pin tail. 

Warrant Officers Cecil Hevitt and Harry R. Hazzard spent several days in 
Cameron and Lycoming Counties, respectively, hunting birds, and enjoying a 
period of detached duty wren the cares of office work were dropped from their 
Shoulders. Upon their return to camp they decided that they had thoroughly 
enjoyed shooting birds bchind their bird dogs. 

Warrant Officer Joh: M, Tibbetts deperted on November 26th for a short 
vacation over the Thanksgiving holidays, to be spent with his people at 
~exXington, Mass. 


vamp Nichels, Rizal, P.I., Nov. 6th. 





uieut. Elmer D Perrin's a proud daddy. Nattrally, it was a boy! Netice 
how tne Lieutenant cuts up when he gets one of the new Blue Birds in the air, 

Speaking of airplanes, these Blue Birds are doing their stuff. Kicke¢ out 
over *wo hundred hours this month. Think that's a record for the P.I. 

-st Lieut. Bob. E, Nowland, of Bolling Field, who arrived on the Transport 
"Grani" last week, is our new Operations Officer, vice Lieut. C.C. Chauncey, 
Lieu:. Chauncey's new station is Mitchel Field, Long Island. 

Headquarters, 4th Composite Group: Lieut. Alfred Lindeburg relieved Capt. 
Wheeler as Post Exchange Cfficer. Caot. Wheeler left for thirty days' cetached 
service in Baguio. 

Staff Sgt. Hewitt left on the 28th for thirty days! travel in China and 
Japan, : 

Che organization lost two men this month - Sgt. Wirth was discharge¢ and 
re-en_isted in the 3lst Infantry; Private Irwin transferred to the 3d Pursuit 
Squadron, Clark Field. 

Mr.Sgt. Ryan arrived on the last transport as replacement for Set. 
Bottriell, who goes to Kelly Field. 

The Camp Nichols Bowling Team won the tournament with 24 gemes Won and, 
six lsst. 

“th Photo Section: The 6th Photo Section was engaged for the past month 
in laying the mosaic mep of the 5000 square miles of the northeastern coast of 
Luzon for the U.S. Coast & Geodetic Survey. 

Staff Sgt. Claude W. Patterson sailed for the U.S. on Oct. 27th, to re 
assigned to the 20th Photo Section, Brooks Field. Gool Luck, "Pat". Star? 
Sgt. Herman L. Chestnutt arrived Oct, 2lst as replacement. Sgt. Chestnut?’ 
appears to have all the makings of a "Dhobie Citizen". Pvts. W.H. Bond and 
R.L. Melody, recent graduates of the Photographic Course of the A.C.T.S.;_ 
joined this organization. m 

66th Service Squadron: Capt. George L. Usher returned from leave, Sept. 
27th. He reports a very enjoyable trip through China and Japan. 

Lieut. Donald L, Bruner left for China on October 16th. Lieut. Ear! }. 
Hoag took over the duties of Squadron Adjutant and Supvly Officer. j 

Several "Short-Timers" parties were given during the past month. Best of 
all was the dinner given by the Squadron. Steff Sgt. Tony Yucius and his able 
assistants are to be complenented. 

Tech. Sgt. Leoardo Valticrra, who has been on detached service in Norther. 
Luzon since Oct. lst, returned in time to meet his replacement, Tech. Sgt. Alv 
Killgore, who arrived on tne transport "Grant" from Kelly Field. 

Tech. Sgt. Robert J. Simmons, of the 8th Attack Squadron, Ft. Crockett, 
arrived as replacement vor Tech, Sgt. William 8. Church. 

Staff Sgt. Don Craig of the 5&th Service Squadron, Langley Field, is on 
his second tour o: foreign service. 
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Staff Sct. George W. Gaspard of the 22d Observation Squadron, Maxwell Field, 
arrived as replacement for Staff Sct. Leamon V. Ward and Staff Sgt. George S. 
Lane as replacement for Staff Sct. Leonard L, Bentley. © 

Set. Jonn H. Gwinn, who has been Provost Sergeant since 1926, left for his 
new station at Bolling Field. We expect him back here ere long, as he is too 
mich of a "sSunshiner" to enjoy the snows of D.C, 

Szts. Pinnow and Kimery returned to the States for discharge. 

E. & R. Office, Camp Nichols: Athletic events continue to draw attention. 
Our Post Team finished in first place in the Ph&lippine Department Inter-Regimen- 
tal Bowling League in a field of six teams, including the 3lst Infantry, 59th 
Coast Artillery, 60th Coast Artillery, Kindley Field and Sternburg General Hos- 
pital. Swanson, Team Captain of Camp Nichols, received a gold medal for tourna- 
ment high average of 182. A loving cup and six silver medals were presented 
to the team, which included Swanson, Drake, LeLoup, McCartney, St&bal and Larson. 

The Air Corps Team finished second in the Duck Pin League, after losing 
a chance for first place because of the failure of one team to play their last 
match. 

Baseball practice for the 1929 season is under way with good prospects. 

The Post diamond has been regraded and the backstop and pits repkaced. The 
first inter-Post game is scheduled for October 30th between the 28th Bombardment 
Squadron and the 66th Service Squadron. This promises to be a good opener. 

The 2d Observation Squadron, 6th Photo Section, and Headquarters Detachment 
are also underway with practice... 

Several men are beginning training for track events which will be staged 
in December or January. 

Two new additions to our already excellent Education & Recreation Building 
were started. Two bowling alleys were added to take care of the men who cannot 
be accommodated at the present time. Space will be provided for a larger libraz, 
reading rooms and a gymnasium. These improvements will give us a Recreation 
Building second to none in the Service in the Philipnine Department. 

A number of men signed up for an elimination Pool Tournament which will 
begin on the first of November, 

American football gained good headway in the Philippine Islands due to re- 
cent activities in that line. The first game was played on Wallace Field in 
Manila. Camp Nichols won from the "All Americans" 6-0; the second game proved 
to be a hard fought contest and was a 0-0 tie; while Camp Nichols came in for 
a Winning score of 13-6 in the third game. The first Pilipino team broke into 
the game when the "All Filipinos" played the "All Americans", resulting in a 
16-0 victory for the Americans. 

Capt. George L. Usher, Post E. & R, Officer, is coaching the Camp Nichols 
team. A football league is underway with six teams entered. With two games 
already under our belt, Camp Nichols has good chances of winning the first foot- 
ball championshin in the Philippine Islands. 

The feature game of the season was the battle between the Air Corps eleven 
and the huskies from the Sixteenth Naval District. In this fracas the Army out- 
played the Navy for a 21-0 shutout. <A number of men are playing with the Camp 
Nichols squad: Ends, Soursey, Parraick, Kenar, Hessler and Loomer; Tackles, 
Avery, O'Connor, Melody, Craft, Stockwell, Reiger; Guards, Dickenson and Horsey, 
Huish, Drahoff, Stackwell, Kaiser; Becks, Way, Selby, Guber and McCartney. 








_Kindley Field, Fort Mills, P.I., Nov. 6th. 


ed Observetion Squadron: All things pass, including tropical rainy seasons, 
and the weather now is worthy of our "Island Paradise". We have transferred 
flying activities to the south patio. With tracking missions for the Coast 
Artillery, communicetions problems at Fort McKinley and our routine scheduied 
lights, our four Amphibians are kept turning over most of the time. Incidental- 





‘ly, our new steel remp is functioning to the Queen's teste ~ thanks to Lieut. 


Dudley Watkins and the engineering department. The installation of the ramp 
was a somewhat hazardous piece of work and Cols. Pfeiffer and Mills, and Pvts. 
Sarver, Boston and Tonielli, working under the supervision of Br. Sgts. Cooper 
and Wilson, were selected for particular commendation by the Commanding Officer. 

October saw the arrival and departure of the transport "Grant". Back to 
the States went Lieut. F.I. Patrick bound for station at Sean Antonio. Our new 
arrivals are Lieut. Hayward from Kelly and Lieut. Graves from Langley. A re- 
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adjastment of duties took place and the present line up is as follows: 


Commanding: offider. . « - . Lieut. V.J. Meloy 
Adjutant, Personnel iajatent ‘and 
Transportation. ......... . Lieut. Park Holland 
Cperations Officer... ..... . . Lieut. W.A, Haysard 
Engineering Officer... . . . Lieut. LH. Dunlap. 
Parachute and Armament officer. . . . Lieut. D.W. Watkins 
; Communications & Post Exchange Officer Lieut. L.E. Rouch 
Air Corps Station Supply officer Lieut. H.G. Davidson 
Organization Supply & _— _— 
YRORAOR ae ie alex - - - . Lieut. G.S. Graves. 


Cf our enlisted personnel, we lost Mr.Sgt. Wilson, receiving as replece- 
ment Mrasgt. Turner.: 

The usual "Short Timers" party tock place, box seats being held by Mr.Szgts, 

‘Cooper and Wilson and Mr. Miguel. 

Both the. officers and enlisted mens' bowling teams stood around the fifty- 
fifty mark when the season finished recently. Sgt. Moss was the star of the \ 
Post. He had the high score of the year for the alleys on Corregidor - 259. 

‘The ideal baseball weather has arrived. All the old timers, in addition 
to a large mimber of aspirants, could be seen on our miniature parade ground 
limbering up. On October 14th, the team, under the personal supervision of . 
Lieuts. Meloy and Davidson, turned out on Topside diamond. Whacko-right off 
the bat - the mighty Ira C. Lee socked a hot one. Our one and only Crette said 
"It shall not pass". It didn't. Crette had his thumb set that evening. The 
next evening one gallant Cpl. McHenry, not to be outdone, also reported to the 
Flight Surgeon and had his thumb set. Since then, no more thumbs have been 
expended. 

All the officers pley golf every afternoon - that is, they decorate the 
local course. It is believed that there are no "Hagens" in the offing. 

The "Marjorie" has been reconditioned and frequent fishhng trips have been 
made. So far, the fish have been a little bashful, 

Clark Field, Camp Stotsenburg, P.I., Nov. 6th. 

cd Pursuit Squadron: With the "Grant's" arrival came a big turn-over at 
Clark Field. Lieut. Oakley G. Kelly and Lieut. P.W. Wolf received orders to 
transfer to Camp Nichols. Lieut. L.J. Carr departed for Selfridge Field. The 
new arrivals are Capt. B.F. Giles, Lieuts. C.W#. Steinmetz, A.C. Horn and G.A,. 
Whatley, They seem very much pleased with their new station despite the 
shortage of quarters, 








Luke Field, T.H., Nov. 22nd. 





Due to the lack of facilities, Luke Field was not able to participate in 
the Sector-Navy Basketball Series this year. Not to be outdone, however, arran® 
ments were made to have an Inter-Squadron tournament, utilizing the cement ten- 
nis court of the 72nd Bombardment. Squadron for the games. 

Each Squadron is furnishing two teams, classified as A and B, and no player 
af one team is allowed to switch to the other team during the series. The games 
began on November 8, and will be played, two games daily, until December 14th.. 
At the expiration of the time set for the series, enother series will be played 
to determine the Post Championship, according to Lieut. Barly, Athletic Officer. 

The 4th Observation Squadron won the championship in the volley ball tour- 
hament just closed. The other Squadrons participating in the contests finished 

jn the order named: 72nd Bombardment, second; 65th Service, third; and the edrd 
“Bombardment, last. 

Major P.E. Van Nostrand, Commanding Officer of Luke Field, returned to 
Hawaii on the USAT "Chateau Thierry", November 6, and resumed his duties, which 
were handled by Capt. R.E,.O'Neill during his absence. 

Since returning, Major Van Nostrand has been busily engaged in catching up 
the loose ends of affairs and informing the officers of the command of numerous 
instructive and interesting happenings at the Air Races at Los Angeles. 

Three new LB-5As were just "turned to duty" from the Final Assembly at 
luke Field and turned over to the 72nd Bombardment Squadron. These new ships 
are to replace the DH-4s with which. this Squadron has been equipped in the past. 
New equipment is always a delight to the heart of Air Corps men and consequentl;, 
the personnel of the 72nd:.consider themselves the "cock of the walk" these days: 
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Hallowe'en was celebrated a trifle-early-this year at Juke. Field, but that 
in no way detracted from the pleasure of the sccasion. one of the Yengers- was 
renovated, remodelled and otherwise overhauled to make a fancy ballroom. It 
was a good job, too. 

More than two arene of Honcluluts fairest of the fair sex made the jour- 
ney to Ford Island by motor bus and launch to take part in the festivities. 
Incidentally, they wanted to cee what the flyers could offer in the way of terp- 
Sichorean ability and, naving coue to laugh, they went away with praise for the 
boys who had fooled them. Four weeks prior to the dance, the more resourceful 
had been attending dancing classes. Their dancing showed it, too. 

Capt. George P, Johmson who recentiy arrived at luke Field from Chanute, 
was assignec as Commanding Officer of the 23rd Bombardment Squadron, relieving 
Lieut. George W. Poik, who becomes Adjutant of the Squadron. 

Lieut. Joseph 4, Hicks, was relieved from duty with the 23rd Bombardment 
Squadron and placed in command of the llth Photo Section, relieving Lieut. 
Harold Rivers, who was granted a leave of absence to the mainland. 

Capt. Harry C. Drayton was relieved from command of the 72nd Bombardment 
Squadron and assigned for cuty with the 65th Service Squadron. 

Lieut. Clyde A. Kuntz was assigned as Commanding Officer of the 72nd 
Bembardment Savadron. 

Licut. A.H, Foster was assigned as Engineering Officer of the 23rd Bombard- 
ment Squedrcn, relieving Lieut. Homer W. Ferguson, who returned to the mainland 
on the USAT "Chateau Thierry" for duty at March Field. 

Cant. R.E, O'Neill was assigned to the 4th Observation Squadron and as- 
sumed conmand, relieving Capt. C.E, Giffin. 

Mr. Sgt. William 0. Shupert, who arrived in the Department on November 6th 
on the USAT "Chateau Thierry" was assigned to duty as Post Sergeant Major. 

Capt. Join i. Beeson, M.C., was granted a leave of absence of two months 
before reporting to his new station at the Federal Reserve Airdrome, Richards 
Field, Mo., where he wag ordered to duty as Fiight Surgeon, Capt. Beeson leaves 
this Department on December Lith. 

end Lieut. Charles T. Stoffer, Air Corps Reserve, completed two weeks! 
active duty at Luke Field and returred to his home in konolulu. Lieut. Stoffer 
is a commercial pilot in civilian life. 


Rockwell Field, Coronado, Cal., Dec. 4th. 





The 1lth Bombardment Squedron and 95th Pursuit Squadron, Rockwell Field, 
entertained lavishly on Tnenksgiving Dey. Very attractive menus for the occa- 
Sion of the celeoration of Theniks giving Day 1928 were published by both organ- 
izations. The boys of the two squadrons did full justice to the sumptuous re- 
pest set before them. The Cornmanding Officers of the Equadrons, their staffs, 
families and other invited guests joined in and helped the boys celebrate Thanks- 
giving in a reel fashion. 

Lieut. John K, Nissley, A.C., our prison officer and Assistant to local 
Quartermaster, received promotion to the grede of First Lieutenant, Air Corps, 
and congratulations are in order. 

lst Lieut. Eugene Batten, 4.C., with his recent bride and new Studebaker 
roadster, reported for duty November 27th. 

The following second lieutenants, Air Corps Reserve, were ordered to 
Rockwell Field for active duty for a veriod of eight months: end Lieuts. 
Stanley Keith Robinson, Robert Wilson Steward, Hugh LeRoi Smith and andrew 
Fred Solter. 

The 1lth Bonbardment Squadron, five planes strong, hopped over the ridge 
to ‘Calexico on the morning of Noverber 27tn. Due to unfavorable fling con- 
ditions, the flight was unable to return until noon of the following day, Lieut. 
H,R, Baxter returned the same night, hewever, due to urgent business in Coronado. 
The hospitality of Calexico end Mexicali was enjoyed fully by those who remained 
overnight. Lieut. Eugene Batten wio reported for duty on the 27th, was taken 
along on the flight, and the Chief of Police of Mexiceli initiated him into 
the "Mexicen Buccaneers", 

Capt. Harry E, Van Tuyle, Veterinary Corps, reported here on November 8th, 
for purpose of administering the annual Mallein test to public animals. 

Major J.E, Fickel, Air Corrs, visited the Post, Nov. 7th, and Major H. Ss. 
Martin, Air Corps arrived. Nov. loth. -f 
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Major Frederick L, Martin, Air Corps was also-a welcome visitor on Nov .30th, 
‘Ist Lieut. Robert: H, Wylié, 9.M.C., visited the Post on Bot 2 OM, for pur- 
pose of surveying Army water transport equipment. 

lst Lieut. C.E, Thomas, Jr., Air Corps, reported for duty Dec. lst and was 
designated as Chief Inspector, Engineering Dept., Rockwell Air Depot. Lieut. 
Thomas has just finished tour of duty in the Philippine Department. 

Officers at Rockwell Field are getting their exercise every afternnon be- 
tween 3 and 4, following the suggestion of General Foulois. There were a number 
of stiff legs and weak backs to limber up, but almost every one now car run 
100 yards without developing any squeaks. Tennis and indoor baseball are favor- 
ites, with a little volley ball thrown in. A hand ball and squash court is al- 
most ready for those who crave real action. All are grateful that post orders 
have given them-the opportunity for recreation as well as someone to join in 
te fun. The frolic has come to stay. 

Seven planes from the 95th Pursuit Squadron participated in the dedicaticn 
of the Imperial County Airport, El Centro, California, Dec. lst. 
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A WAIL FROM THE EDITOR 


Of late months the Editor of the News Letter has been considerably 
handicapped in his efforts to put forth a creditable publication because 
a number of Air Corps Fields have not sent in contributions of material. 
Some of the fields are sending in contributions regularly, while others 
have not been heard from for months. 

Contribations are desired from every Air Corps activity. The primary 
purpose of the News Letter is to keep the Air Corps personnel informed of 
the activities at every Air Corps station. The officer or enlisted man 
Who left, say, Mitcuel Field, for some other station in the United States 
or in the Insular Possessions, is naturally interested in hearing what is 
going on at his old station. In a general sense, every member of the Air 
Corps is interested in hearing what is being done at all fields and 
stations. Unless the News Letter is given whole-hearted cooperation it 
cannot be termed a truly representative Air Corps publication. We want 
every activity represented therein. 

A representative of a service paper who makes periodiaal calls upon 
the editor for news stated that the Air Corps is one branch of the service 
where "there is always something doing". That being the case, there shoul. 
be plenty of material sent in for the News Letter. 

The intention is to issue a News Letter twice a month. This has not 
been possible of late because of the lack of cooperation in the matter of 
news contributions. Air Corps fields and stations which have net been 
heard from for some time are: 

Selfridge Field, Mt.Clemens, Mich, 

Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas. 

Mitchel Field, Long Island, N.Y. 

Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif. 

March Field, Riverside, Cal. 

Scott Field, Belleville, Ill. 

Langley Field, Hampton, Va. 

Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill. 

Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 

Fairfield Air Depot, Fairfield, Ohio. 

Publicity Officers at the above activities are requested to send in. 
contributions for the News Letter on the lst and 15th of each month. 
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HOUSE AGAIN PASSES The FURLOW BILL 


The Eouse of Representatives, on December 17th, again voiced its anproval 
of the proposition of a senarate promotion list for the Army Air Corps and pass- 
ed Senate Bill 3069 to provide for the advancement on the retired list of cer- 
tain officers of the Army, to increase the efficiency of the Air Corps and of 
the Army, and for other ourooses, as amended. 

The Bill §. 3269, which passed the Senate during the first session of the 
70th Congress, provided for higher rank for Major-Generals Hunter Liggett and 
Robert L. Eullard. When this bill reached the House, it was amended during the 
second session by the inclusion:. of the nrovisions of H.R. 12814 - known as the 
Furlow Bill - to incrvase the efficiency of the Air Corns and for other purposes, 
and provided increased rank for the Chief of Staff of the Army and the officer 
who was the first Chief of Finance of the Army. 

In the form in which $. 3269 passed the House of Representatives, a separate 
promotion list is created for the Air Corps, unon which shall be placed the names 
of all officers of the Air Corps of the Regular Army below the grade of Colonel, 
these names to be arranged in the same relative order that they now have on the 
Army promotion list; that all officers commissioned in the Air Corps after the 
formation of the original Air Corps promotion list shall be placed thereon in ac- 
cord with length of commissioned service; that Air Corps flying officers shall be 
promoted to the various grades after years of commissioned service as follows: 

To lst Licut., 3 years; to Captain, 7 years; to Major, l2 years; to Lieut.-Col., 
20 years; to Colonel, 25 years. The mumber of Air Corps officers in the grade 

of Colonel shall not be less than 4 percent nor more than 6 percent and those in 
the grade of Lieut.-Colonel shall not be less than 5 percent nor more than 8 per- 
cent of the total number of officers on the Air Corps yromotion list. The aggre- 
gate number of Air Corps field officers shall not be less than 26 percent nor 
more than 40 percent of the total mumber of officers on the Air Corps promotion 
list. In so far as necessary to maintain said minimm percentage, .\ir Corps 
flying officers of less than the required years of commissioned service shall be 
promoted to the grades of Colonel, Lieut.-Col. and Major, and only in so far as 
their promotion will not cause said maximum percentages to be exceeded shall of- 
ficers who have completed the prescribed yeers of commissioned service be pro- 
moted to these field officer gredes, Nonflying officers of the wir Corps shall 
be promoted as provided for other, brauches of the Army. 

An officer completing 30 years of service, either as an officer or a soldiez 
shall, upon application, be placed upon the retired list. In computing length of 
service for retirement, credit shall be given for one and one-half the time here- 
tofore or hereafter actually detailed to duty involving flying. Credit shall 
also be given for all other time now counted toward retirement in the Army. The 
number of such voluntary retirements annually shall not exceed six percent of 
the authorized strength of the Air Corps. A flying officer of the Air Corps, 
upon reaching the age of 54 may, upoa apnlicatioa, be placed on the retired list. 
Officers physically disqualified for the performance of their duties as flying 
officers shall be eligible for retirement for physical disability. 

Sections 5, 6 and 7 of the Bill provide for the promotion of the officers 
mentioned in paragraph 2, above. 

brought up on motion of Representative James to suspend the rules, Mr. 
Furlow, in discussing the Bill, stated: 

"Mr. Sneaker, the imortance of this bill cannot be overly stressed. It is 
important because it has to do with nromotion and retirement in the Air Corps. 
This question was gone into very fully during th: last session of Congress by 
the Committee on Military Affairs of the House, and I am pleased to remind you 
that the Air Corps »rovisions which we are now considering were embodied in the 
so-called 'Furlow Bill® last session and passed by the unanimous vote of the 
Members of the House. 

In order to expedite action on this measure your committee determined that 
it would make this bill a pert of the Senate bill now before us, thereby making 
it possible for the Air Corps provisions to receive consideration.during this 
session, 

The necessity of Air Corps legislation has been brought to my attention very 
forcibly as the result of a 12,000-mile trip which I have just commleted. I vis- 
ited nearly every Army air field in the United States and had the privilege of 
meeting the majority of our officers in the Air Corps. My survey convinced me % 
that unless something is done to correct the present situation during the short 
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Session of Congress we will. fin. ourselves «..fore another Congress- convenes with 
nothing but the skeleton of our present Air Corps remaining due to resignations, 

When Colonel Lindberjh was here at the air conference last week, I talkea 
with him about the Air Corps, and he was deeply concerned with its future. He 
gave me a statement, which anpears in his own handwritine and bears his signa- 
ture. I want to read it to the Members of the House. It follows; 

'The Army Air Corps is facing a serious situation in regard to its comnmis- 
Sioned personnel due to stagnation in promotion. 

At present the averase army Air Corps officer is holding a command far 
above his rank, His prospects of promotion are discouraging, and the opportuni- 
ties offered by commercial aviation are far greater than those of his Army life. 

Military flying is more hazardous than commercial flying and will become 
more so as safety appliances are developed which cannot be used in combat planes, 
Also the physical strain on an army pilot in carrying out military missions is 
not comparable to that of. commercial transportation. 

It is of utmost necessity at nresent to take steps torard building up the 
morale of our Air Corps if we expect to maintain its past standard of efficiency, 
Rank commensurate with command is of prime imortance. A number of our 
best officers have already resigned and unless steps are taken to relieve the 

present situation we will lose many more in the near future. 

In my. opinion a separate promotion list will accomlish mich in building up 
an efficient Air Corps in the United States. 


Charles A. Lindbergh.! 


Colonel Lindbergh favors a senarate promotion list and this is nrovided for 
in this bill. 

Now why do we need a senarate promotion list for the Air Corps? There are 
several reasons, and I desire to touch unon them briefly at this time. 

On the Army. promotion list there is what is imown as the World War hum, 
and owing to the fact that during their training period the Air Corps officers 
averaged six months in training camp as cormmared with three months for officers 
in other branches, we find the younger Air Corps officers at the bottom of the 
so called hum. The three months difference in training has been: reflected by 
thousands of files on the  romotion list. 

With but one-twelfth of the officer persoanel of the entire Arny represent- 
ed by the Air Corps, we find that 40 percent of the casualties of the entire Arry 
officer personnel take place curing peace time within the Air Corps. Surely, a 
vacancy in the Air. Corms should be fillec by the promotion of an Air Corps offi- 
cer, and this would be accomplished if we had a separate nromotion list. 

This Air Corps bill recognizes the degree of hazards of this particular 
branch of the service, and by its retirement features it would reward long-tine 
flying service by earlier retirement than provided for under existing laws. 

This rctiromont feature is important because it would keep our Air Corps files 
filled with comparatively young, active fliers all the time, and that is what 
the greatest percent of our corps should be. 

The bill also recognizes the justice of giving more rapid promotion during 
the early years of an officer's service and assures him of having rank comnen- 
surate with his coumand. 

On the whole I ain convinced that the provisions of this bill, as we have it 
before us today - and it is identical with the original Air Corps bill which 
passed the House last session - will do much toward increasing efficiency in the 
Air Corps. I know from observation that something must be done without delay, 
and I feel confident that by giving our pilots this recognition which they 
deserve that we will keep the majority of them in the service, 

In this trip which I took around the verious camps I was surnrised and 
amazed to find World War pilots still serving as first lieutenants, charged with 
responsibilities normally given to captains, majors, lieutenant-colonels and 
even colonels," 

Following Mr. Furlow's remarks, there was some discussion on the bill with 
respect to its additional cost to the Government by Mr. Blanton. 

Mr. McSwain, in commenting on the bill, stated: 

. "* * * T want to say that after going into tnis bill, although my good 
friend who is in onposition to the bill has yielded me this time, I am in favor 
of vhat is known as the Furlow bill, for the benefit of the Air Corps, and I 
_will tell you why. I think I can convince my friends from Texas that it is 
just and right. 

The majority of the flying persounel, the overwheliing majority of the 
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ith 


ns, 
qd actual flying personnel of the Air Corns, ar: men who went in from civil life, 
Q not from the Regular Army, not from West Poirt, but went in from civil life dur- 


a ing the war emergency and tecems nilots, like the gentleman from Minnesota 
(Mr. Furlow) and his brother, both of whom were aces in the air service at that 
s~ time. They wont in as civilian pilots. 

When the Amay was increused by 100 percent in 1920, these civilian fliers 
were invited to remain in the Army as commissioned officers, and they went in 


ni- not knowing what place they woulc ocewpy on the promotion list. Many of them 

fe. were up in yeors. They were, however, due to the arrangerent of the promotion 

| list by the War Denartment, put very low down on the promotion list, and some of 

nes, them who were first licutenauts are today 42, 43, or 45 years old, and unless 

s there is a snecial promotion list for the Air Corps, every time an Air Corps man 
goes up in the air and gets killed, his place on the promotion list will be taker 

18 vy either an infantryman or an artilleryman or a cavalryman or a quartermaster 

cy, officer. 


There is just as much difference between he service of the ordinary Army 
officer on the ground and that of the Air Corps officer as there is between the 
Army and the Navy. We recognize it is a matter of justice and of fairness that 
- un there should be one promotion list for the Navy and another promotion list for 
the Army gonerally. Now, there is just as much difference between air and land 
as there is between land and water, and I submit there is more difference and 
there is more justice and reason that there should be one promotion list and, 


for you might say, one code of service ethics for men who go into the air, actual 
fliers, as there is for those who go out to sea and another one for those who 
are stay on the land. That is the inherent logic of the situation, gentlemen." 
The Bill S. 3269 goes back to the Senate for action thereon in its amended 
‘ form. \ 
rs ---000--- 
ers 
he A WARNING TO AIR CORPS ACTIVITIES 
by 
Several days ago a man apneared on Bolling Field, wearing Army boots and 
ent- breeches and a leather coat on which wes sewed the insignia of the Royal Air 
ATTY Force. He presented his card with the casual remark that he was the famous 
4 & Captain A. Roy Brown who received so much publicity through having brought down 
ffi- Caytain Baron von Richthofen. Upon questioning him it was soon learned that he 


was an imposter and he wac turned over to the local police. He did not attempt 
to obtain money from anyone while at Bolling Ficld but did ask that he be sent 


ine in an airolane to Mitchel Field. 
The police could find no charze upon which to hold him. <A newspaper clip- 
es ping conveys the information that he had beon working in Baltimore selling sub- 
t scriptions to magazines. He was probably a soldier in either the American of 
Canadian Army, although he claims he is of Scotch descent, born in Ireland, but 
‘ing enlisted with the Princess Patricia Regiment in Canada at the beginning of the 
n- war in 1914. He claims he was born in 18¢8, which would have made him sixteen 
years old at date of enlistment. While at Bolling Field he told each officer 
re it that he met Jerry Brant of San Franucisco who sent his best regards to the offi- 
: cer thru Captain Brown. He claimed to have been at Mitchel Field, and it is 
1 the believed he intends to work the various aviation fields throughout the country. 
Lys According to the magazine "Gur Army," the real Captain A. Roy Brown is at 


present in business in Toronto, Canada. Thile in New York the bogus Captain 
Brown was present at the Military Tournament at Madison Square Garden where he 
attempted to foist upon veterans a Iegion of Valor whereby any man distinguished 


with for bravery and noncommissioned could, upon the payment of a small monetary con- 

i _ sideration, become a member of the Lesion of Velor, and through a special Act of 
Congress, be retired with no less thar the pay of a Captain. 

rith The police were placed on his trail and, finding things a little too warm 


for him in the big city, he fled from his hotel, leaving behind him a suitcase, 

some clothing and a numoer cf papers and lists bearing the names of Veterans' 
and Military erganizations threughout the country. 

avor 
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